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UMCOR — Supporting Survivors Around the World 

One of your March opportunities to give to others is through 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

These March offerings will go directly to UMCOR for their 
administrative cost of doing business, making it possible for 
UMCOR to focus on responding to communities and 
individuals in 80 countries when they need immediate 
assistance.  It allows UMCOR to preserve the promise that 
100% of any donation to a specific UMCOR project will go 
towards that project and not administrative costs. 

UMCOR is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization that is 
dedicated to providing survivors of hurricanes, storms, wars, 
earthquakes, fires, climate change and other natural disasters 
with temporary relief and long-term education, training and 
support.  UMCOR's “early in, last out” legacy was 
demonstrated when, before Hurricane Ian hit, their staff 
stayed in touch with the annual conferences that were likely to 
experience the storm and made preparations with them to 
minimize the damage.  After it landed, 
the Director of U.S. Disaster Response 
met with the call center team at the 
Florida Annual Conference to hear 
survivor stories, discuss needs, and 
learn how resources were being 
deployed. 

Why do we give to UMCOR?   

Because Jesus invites us to, and it 
makes a difference.   

We give because it allows us to do 
together what we can't do alone.  

(Continued on page 2) 



 

2   Tims Tales   March 2023 

We give to enable vital ministries to change the world.   

We give to minister in Jesus' name.   

We give because God first gave to us.   

We give because gifts to UMCOR have decreased 
significantly since the COVID pandemic.  

We give because the Bible is clear:  Galatians 6:2 says, “Bear 
one another's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.”   

Write your checks to St. Timothys with UMCOR in the memo.  
If you wish to direct your gift to a specific disaster, write 
UMCOR and the name of the disaster, such as Ukraine, or 
Turkey or Syria. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Blanketing the Needy in Love 

Another special offering in March is to the Church World 
Service Blankets program. 

When difficult times happen, a kind and loving response can 
make all the difference.  That's why the CWS Blankets 
program was created - to give a kind, loving and tangible 
response to someone facing a difficult time, reminding them 
that they are not alone. 

The first use of a blanket that we think of is to keep the 
homeless warm on a cold winter day.  However, it may also 

be used as an umbrella on beastly hot 
days or in rainy or blizzard-like weather, as 
a “suitcase” for carrying a migrant’s few 
belongings, as a soft pillow, as a make-
shift tent for a fleeing refugee, or it may 
bring comfort to a victim who has lost 
everything in a tornado or fire. 

Your $10 will buy 1 blanket! 

Make your checks to St. Tims with 
BLANKETS in the memo. 
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Social Principles Study continues  

We will be discussing important social issues 
and how we as United Methodists are 
encouraged to engage thoughtfully and 
deliberately, especially when it comes to the most complex 
and controversial issues. We will meet over Zoom every 1st 
and 3rd Sunday of each month at 3:00 pm through May 21.  

You are welcome to join in any of these discussions, even if 
you can’t attend all of them.  Come when you can. 

If you are new to this study group and would like to be on the 
email list to be informed of the topics ahead of time and to 
receive the Zoom link directly by email, please contact Kate at 
kate.sttims@gmail.com or the church office. The Zoom link will 
also be sent out in the weekly emails.  

Music and Meditation for Lent 

One of the disciplines of Lent is to purposely 
spend an allotted time for six weeks to be 
quiet and thoughtful to prepare for Easter. 
This time should be spent in quiet and 
thoughtful reflection. That is the purpose of 
the “Lenten Meditation through Music” series.  

Please plan to spend a half hour in the 
sanctuary during Lent on Tuesdays from 
12:15 to 12:45. Ask a friend to join you in this 
half hour of quiet – no phones, no noise, no 

conversation, no applause. Just being comfortable in your own 
thoughts and space with music. Note, these events are in-
person only, and we do not plan to stream them online. 

Please welcome our guest artists: 

February 28 Sue Feltman with Michelle Monroe 

March 7 Nathaniel Parrish  

March 14 Connie Herbon with Louise Odle  

March 21 Vakhtang Kodanashvili 

March 28 Karen Keele Kober and Kindred Minds  

April 4 Joel and Linda Haack 
Janet Kreb 

mailto:kate.sttims@gmail.com
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Endurance 

On Sunday, February 19, I preached a 
sermon on the topic of "endurance" and 
several of you commented how 
meaningful it was for you. So I'm offering 
a few more thoughts on the subject. 

One of the things I've noticed about our 
culture is we want everything pre-cut, pre
-cooked, preshrunk, pre-frozen, flipped open, or non-
returnable. While some challenges and endeavors yield to 
these kinds of solutions, many others do not. We must 
practice patience and endurance. 

2000 years ago the apostle Paul wrote a letter to some friends 
and students of his in Galatia. Portions of that letter are 
preserved for us in the Christian scripture. The letter was 
written to people who were working on a cause that did not 
seem to be going well. In Paul's letter there is this significant 
statement: "Let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due 
season we shall reap, if we do not lose heart." (Galatians 6:9). 
There is a lot of truth in this sentence, reminding us of the 
importance of endurance in our lives. 

Many of our failures result from our lack of endurance. If we 
can't reach our objectives by one herculean effort, we quit. We 
give up. But, most of the worthwhile and truly progressive 
movements and accomplishments take patience and time. 

The lesson here, I think, is that progress doesn't often come 
about easily. You sometimes have to work at it a long, long 
time. Patience, of course, is not an easy virtue. We want the 
glamour and satisfaction of quick results, to see the task done 
and go onto something else. It's difficult to work and wait, to 
keep going when things move too slowly. As a result, many of 
us become discouraged and give up. 

If we could always run with the wind, life would be easy; but a 
lot of life must be spent with the wind in our faces, holding on 
silently and steadily when we don't seem to be getting 
anywhere. That's why it's important to remember Paul's words: 

(Continued on page 5) 
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"Let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season we 
shall reap, if we do not lose heart." 

There is a hard but certain reality 
about life. It is steady endurance that 
brings about great changes. The 
winds of life blow in all directions, 
sometimes good, sometimes bad. 
However, as people of faith, we have 
learned from the persistent efforts of 
our forebears, who by tireless and 
ceaseless efforts made their cause 
prevail. The people who succeed are 
those who can survive the steady 
push and the long pull. 

May God's spirit grant us the gift of 
endurance for our day and give us the 
strength to "keep on keeping on." 

With you on the journey of endurance, Pastor Scott 

The Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT) survey should 
be here by the time you read this article. If you haven’t already 
received an email from the church office with instructions, you 
will very soon.  You’ll be asked to tell us about your 
experiences at St. Timothys and your priorities for our church.  
The survey will take about 30 minutes. Most people will 
complete the survey online, but if you need a paper copy of 
the survey, please contact the church office. Our goal is to 
have all the completed surveys by March 19. 

All answers are strictly anonymous, and we ask you to not 
discuss your answers with others.  Please feel free to candidly 
share your perceptions, opinions, and experiences.  Our future 
together is dependent on your participation and honest 
answers.  Thank you for helping us as we try to discern a 
direction for our church and our future together.   

If you have any questions, please contact Kate Kitzman, 
Spencer Luvert, or Al Yakish. 
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COMMUNITY MEAL 

Tuesday, March 21 

St. Tims and the Islamic Center will 
again be partnering to serve a 
delicious and healthy home-cooked 
meal to around 125 people, 
featuring many peoples' favorite:  
scalloped potatoes and ham.   

Tuesday, March 21 is an 
opportunity for all of us to “be with” 
rather than just “doing for.”  We 
invite you to come to the Community Meal, eat with & chat 
with our guests, and show them that we care. 

Volunteers are needed to: 

 mingle with the people and listen to them 

 bake bars/cookies 

 set up the tables and chairs at 3:45 

 help prep the food at 1:00 

 start serving the meal at 4:30 

 wash/dry dishes at 5:00 with clean-up to follow 

If you have not experienced helping at a Community Meal, we 
strongly suggest that you give it a try! 

Contact Carolyn Scoville if you can help in any way. 

“In the end, nothing we do or say in this lifetime will matter as 
much as the way we have loved one another.” 

- Daphne Rose Kingman, author 

 

THREEHOUSE will be served a meal of scalloped potatoes 
and ham, green beans, applesauce, bread/butter, and 
desserts on Wednesday, March 22 before their worship 
service.   

“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on 
earth.”   

 - Muhammad Ali 

Answer:  “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people 
will be my people and your God my God.”  Ruth 1:16, NIV 
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Thank you for your Generosity! 

• for $365 given to the Salvation Army 

• for $711.50 and sleeping bags given to 
the Hospitality House 

• for $546 given to the Warming Center 

• for bed linens (twin size only) given to 
House of Hope 

• for $225.50 given on Human Relations Sunday:   

• for your generous & caring offerings to St. Tims Food 
Closet 

Forty hungry people attended our Souper Bowl Lunch event 
and $1631.50 has been given (so far). 
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ONGOING NEEDS 

The HOMELESS people in our community need to know they 
are cared for and supported. Our weather affects those living 
under the bridges, in abandoned buildings, and in their cars.   

Every one of us have basic needs (food, toiletries, etc.).  

Our homeless would appreciate back packs or duffel bags, 
tents, water bottles, hand-held food items, hand wipes, 
Chapstick, small toiletries, gift certificates for fast food, etc. 

Place your generous items in the tub under the mailboxes, 
and they will be taken to Hospitality House or to the Salvation 
Army. 
 

NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN will be given to People’s 
Community Health Clinic. 
 

WINTER is still here, but hopefully spring 
will come quickly.  As you sort through your 
clothes (children's and adult's), please 
consider donating items that are still in very 
good condition.  Use your judgment about whether we still 
need WINTER items or if we are ready for lightweight SPRING 
articles of clothing.  Bring them to the church and place them 
in the tote labeled “homeless” located under the mailboxes. 

 

HYVEE RECEIPTS: please remember to save and bring your 
receipts to the church for Walter Cunningham School, our 
Partner in Education. The school receives $1.00 for every 
$250 recorded on the receipts. What a wonderful way for St. 
Tims to help!  

Place your receipts in the clear container on top of the 
mailboxes. 

Reminder… Wear your Nametag! 

We encourage you to wear your nametag at Sunday worship. 
That will help you get to know new friends' names! Also, if you 
or someone you know would like a nametag, please contact 
the church office. 
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St. Timothys Food Closet 

The St. Timothys Food Closet is open on the third Friday of 
each month, from 1-4 pm. We generally help 20 families per 
month. Some of our food supply is purchased through the NE 

Iowa Food Bank, with additional items being 
purchased elsewhere.  

This is where you can help! We need your 
donations of cash or items to assist our 
clients in obtaining things they need. Your 
donations of the following items can be 
placed in the “Food Closet” box in the 
Narthex: 

paper towels deodorant cereal 
laundry soap Kleenex canned fruit 
dish soap napkins canned vegetables 
shampoo toothpaste soup 

conditioner toothbrushes boxes of pasta 
toilet paper feminine hygiene products 

Thank you for your generous support! 

Schedule of Giving Opportunities in 2023 
MARCH:  World Service Blankets, UMCOR 

APRIL:  Riverview Center, House of Hope 

MAY:  Native American Ministries, Appalachian Service Project, 

Catherine McAuley Center for Immigrants 

JUNE:  Peace with Justice, NE IA Habitat for Humanity 

JULY:  CASS (Christmas offering), Jubilee UMC 

JULY-DECEMBER Sunday School offering:  Children & Family 

Urban Movement 

AUGUST:  Women at the Well, scholarships at Africa University 

SEPTEMBER:  ThreeHouse, CROP walk 

OCTOBER:  Ingathering Personal Dignity Kits, World Communion, 

IaMMJ (formerly JFON), Reconciling Ministries 

NOVEMEBER:  Adopt-a-Family & Mitten tree, NE Ia Food Bank 

DECEMBER:  United Methodist Students, Boys & Girls Club 
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2021 & 2022  St. Timothys Total Offerings  
LOCAL 2021 2022  

Friends of the Family $1,567  $1,700  

House of Hope $2,500  $1,946  

Habitat for Humanity $1,140  $811  

ThreeHouse $955  $879  

Cedar AIDS Support System (CASS) $728  $620.50  

Northeast Iowa Food Bank $4,277  $4,046  

Boys & Girls Club $1,795  $1,716  

Hospitality House $480  $1,355  

Salvation Army $555  $425  

Warming Center $1,100  $420  

CROP Walk $2,295  $2,100  

Souper Bowl to St. Tims Food Closet $1,225  $1,080  

Riverview Center  $710  

McAuley Center for immigrants  $949  

Jubilee UMC $3,525  $5,002  

Adopt-a-Family $2,272  $2,023  

Mitten tree $300  167 items 

IOWA    
Women at the Well $1,100  $1,662  

Iowa Migrant Movement for Justice $1,315  $1,200  

Children and Family Urban Movement $766  $770  

Iowa Tornadoes  $355  

NATIONAL    
*Human Relations $186  $310  

*Native American Ministries $370  $1,053  

*Peace with Justice $860  $385  

*United Methodist Students $293  $346  

*World Communion $220  $279  

*United Methodist Committee on Relief $2,890  $2,441  

Red Bird Mission $325  $488  

Southern Border $2,428   

Florida Hurricane  $720  

Appalachian Service Project $1,035  $670  

Kentucky floods  $1,120  

GLOBAL    
UMCOR Ukraine  $5,800  

Missionaries $1,270  $1,231  

Church World Service Blankets $1,550  $2,111  

Thanksgiving Ingathering $1,279  $4,700  
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Our Witness of Inclusion 
The congregation of St. Timothys United Methodist 
Church in Cedar Falls celebrates God’s gifts as a 
faith community built upon the life and teachings of 
Jesus Christ. We are called and strive to be an 
open, loving, and caring congregation; to proclaim 
Jesus’ love and justice to all; and to live out God’s 
unending love through the inclusiveness and 
welcoming of all persons, including those of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities. 

Tims Tales is published monthly by St. Timothys United Methodist Church 
3220 Terrace Drive, Cedar Falls, IA  50613 
 

Scott Lothe - Pastor, pastor@sttims-umc.org 
Patricia Harkin  - Office Manager, sttimsadmin@cfu.net 
Karen Keele Kober - Director of Music Ministries 
Janet Kreb - Organist 
Vakhtang Kodanashvili - Pianist 
Kate Kitzman - Director of Congregational Care and Connection 
TBD - Youth Ministry Intern 
TBD - Custodian 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please submit news for the April issue of Tims Tales by 
Wednesday, March 22.  

Keeping up with St. Timothys  

Worship CD:  If you missed Sunday’s Worship Service, you 
can keep up with the current worship service or listen to a  
previous service with a CD available from the church office.   
If you cannot make it regularly to church, please contact the 
church office to be added to the CD distribution list.  

Email Connection: Get a weekly update as well as special 
announcements.  Subscribe by sending your email address to 
our office manager at sttimsadmin@cfu.net. 

Newsletter: Receive this monthly newsletter, Tims Tales, in 
the mail – contact the office with your mailing address. 

Facebook: Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/sttims-umc to get all the 
latest posts from St. Tims. 
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David & Jaymee Glenn-Burns 

March 16 — 38 years 

Greg & Robin Cooper  

March 20 — 47 years 

John & Jani Rothlisberger 

March 31 — 44 years 

We lift up in prayer 

The people of Turkey, Syria, 
and Ukraine 

Jason Lang’s grandfather and 
grandmother, both with 
health concerns. They 
would appreciate your 
prayers for guidance. 

Bob Rule 
Diana Gruver 
Darline Balm-Demmel 
Dave Pounds 
Our food closet recipients 
Our friends at Jubilee UMC 
All who are shut-in 
Our leaders and our country 
Our St. Timothy family 

March Hospitality Hosts 
after Worship 

 5 Alice Sawin / Tony Reid 
 12 Jan & Mike Kellner 
 19 Lois & Merlin Taylor 
 26 Kathy & Jay Agness 

Jennifer Murra 2-Mar 

Emma Dreyer 2-Mar 

Jennifer Waldron 4-Mar 

Jan Kellner 6-Mar 

Collin Dorsey 6-Mar 

Cathy Case 7-Mar 

Bryce Robinson 7-Mar 

Connor Doyle 7-Mar 

Doug Richter 8-Mar 

Adam Kracke 8-Mar 

Wendi Burns 9-Mar 

Donald Hansen 10-Mar 

Albie Nicol 10-Mar 

Michael Niedert 13-Mar 

Andrew Rubenbauer 14-Mar 

Diana Gruver 15-Mar 

Jani Rothlisberger 15-Mar 

Tami Doyle 15-Mar 

Bruce Haugland 16-Mar 

Dave Latta 17-Mar 

Clark Doyle 18-Mar 

Renell Richter 21-Mar 

Charles Kuehl 21-Mar 

Angie Karkosh 23-Mar 

Sydney Doyle 27-Mar 

Thomas Pounds 29-Mar 

Cynthia Herndon 30-Mar 

Aubrey Huber 30-Mar 
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Sunday, Mar 5 9:00 AM Adult Sunday School  
 10:15 AM Worship with Communion 
 10:30 AM Youth Sunday School 
 11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 
 3:00 PM Social Principles Study on Zoom 

Tuesday, Mar 7 12:15 PM Lenten Meditation Series 
 5:30 PM Connections meeting 
Wednesday, Mar 8 9:00 AM Friendship Breakfast @ Village Inn 
 5:00 PM Finance meeting 
 6:00 PM Missions Ministry meeting 

Sunday, Mar 12 9:00 AM Adult Sunday School  
 10:15 AM Worship  
 10:30 AM Youth Sunday School  
 11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 

Tuesday, Mar 14 12:15 PM Lenten Meditation Series 
 6:30 PM Trustees meeting 
Wednesday, Mar 15 5:30 PM SPRC meeting 
Thursday, Mar 16 5:30 PM Church & Society meeting 
Friday, Mar 17 1–4 PM Food Closet food distribution 

Sunday, Mar 19 9:00 AM Adult Sunday School  
 10:15 AM Worship  
 10:30 AM Youth Sunday School  
 11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 
 3:00 PM Social Principles Study on Zoom 

Tuesday, Mar 21 12:15 PM Lenten Meditation Series 
  Community Meal at First UMC, CF 
Wednesday, Mar 22 9:00 AM Friendship Breakfast @ Village Inn 
 5:30 PM Leadership Council meeting 
  April Tims Tales Stories Due 

Sunday, Mar 26 9:00 AM Adult Sunday School  
 10:15 AM Worship  
 10:30 AM Youth Sunday School  
 11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 

Tuesday, Mar 28 12:15 PM Lenten Series Meditation 
 8:00 PM Vakhtang Kodanashvili Recital  

@ Davis Hall, GBPAC, UNI 

Both Adult Sunday School and Youth Sunday School  
will be available online as well as in person 
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Tis the Season for FUNDRAISERS! 

House of Hope — Bridgerton Ball 
March 4,  5:00-11:00 PM at the Elks Club 

Enjoy a delectable dinner, live and silent 
auctions, wine, dancing, a little juicy scandal, 
and fun.  Wear Regency (Bridgerton) era 
attire.    

Tickets and more info:  
https://events.handbid.com/auctions/a-bridgerton-ball/tickets 

 

NE Iowa Food Bank — Empty Bowls 
March 24, 6:00 PM at the Hilton Garden Inn 

A $30 ticket includes registration for auction bidding, delicious 

soup, a beverage and a raffle ticket!  Throughout the event 
attendees will join us in learning about the Food Bank, while 
also raising awareness and educating the community on the 
issue of hunger. Attendees will have the opportunity to 
purchase raffle tickets and 
bid on both silent and live 
auction items. 

Tickets and more info:  
https://events.handbid.com/auctions/empty-bowls-2023/tickets 

 

Friends of the Family — Chefs Take a Stand 
April 6, 6:00-9:00 PM at the Hilton Garden Inn 

This great night will feature 10-12 of the area’s hottest chefs 
and beverage vendors providing samples of their favorite 
dishes and drinks. The 
event will also feature an 
online and live auction with 
items donated by local 
individuals and businesses 
who support FOF's mission. 

Tickets and more info:  
https://fofia.networkforgood.com/events/49737-chefs-take-a-
stand 
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