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Social Principles Study resumes January 15  

We will once again be hosting the Social Principles Study with 
our St. Tims community. We will be discussing important 
social issues and how we as United Methodists are 
encouraged to engage thoughtfully and deliberately, especially 
when it comes to the most complex and controversial issues. 
This time we will meet over Zoom every 1st and 3rd Sunday 
of each month at 3:00 pm, starting January 15, and will 
continue to meet through May 21.  

You do not need to have participated in the first half of the 
study to join in this time. If you are new to this study group and 
would like to be on the email list to 
be informed of the topics ahead of 
time and to receive the Zoom link 
directly by email, please contact 
Kate at kate.sttims@gmail.com or 
the church office. The Zoom link 
will also be sent out in the weekly 
emails.  

Learning To Wait 

I have always had a difficult time waiting. As a child, I 
remember the hardest part of Christmas was simply waiting 
for it to arrive. December seemed more like an eternity than a 
month. Days felt like weeks. Time seemed to stand still. 

Oh, to have those days again. Now, life moves way too fast. 
Waiting seems like a strange concept. Unnatural. In our 
culture we expect fast and convenient. As we were talking 

(Continued on page 2) 
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about recently in our book study, we want 
our food ready to microwave rather than 
buying all the fresh ingredients that go into 
"slow" cooking. The idea of "delayed 
gratification" is often foreign to our way of 
thinking. 

Although we do not like to wait, waiting is a 
part of life. For example, many of us have 
waited for a loved one to come out of surgery. We sit, we 
fidget, longing for news about their condition. We wait for what 
is not yet but for what is to be or not to be. Waiting is like living 
in limbo or liminal time. 

While we struggle with waiting, the divine clock, the working of 
the universe, is wound a different way. Time is different. 
Waiting, not hurrying is one of God's characteristics. This 
waiting God tries to show us that waiting is an appropriate 
posture on the spiritual journey. 

Many years before the birth of Jesus, the Hebrew prophets 
were talking about waiting for one who would be like a light in 
the darkness. Those to whom they spoke were weary with 
impatience. They wanted the Messiah now. They yearned for 
God to be on their time. However, through prophets and 
poets, God said, "wait." 

As we approach Epiphany, we celebrate the increase of light 
returning to our world. Our days are now getting longer. If you 
find yourself in a time of discernment and waiting, be patient. 
For example, we are all waiting to see what will occur within 
our beloved United Methodist denomination. Where will St. 
Tims fit into new systems and structures that will be created? 
We just don't know. We are in a time of waiting and 
discernment. 

In this destination-oriented culture, take some time to enjoy 
the journey. Waiting and discernment are part of the spiritual 
life. Pray, reflect, and enjoy the present moment. Meditate on 
the sights, sounds, and prophetic messages. Savor the quiet 
joy of anticipation. Wait and practice discernment with others 
in beloved community and gathering in the work of the  
Kin-Dom of God. Light and hope are on their way ... 

Waiting with you,  Pastor Scott 
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Update from Finance and Stewardship 

Through November, our church is still in good shape 
financially. Our expenses for the general fund were still higher 
than our income for 2022 but we hope to make up the 
difference in December. Whether you make it to worship in 
person on Sunday or not, we hope you will continue to give to 
the general and capital funds and special offerings if you can. 

At the end of November, we had balances of $66,532 in our 
general fund, $33,755 in our capital fund, and $4,229 in our 
memorials fund. 

Through November, we received $269,491 for the general 
fund, which includes pledges, plate money, church use, and 
miscellaneous giving, $14,620 for the capital fund, which is 
used for capital projects, and $325 for the memorials fund, 
which is used for other special projects and causes. 

On the expense side through November, we spent $281,975 
from the general fund, $6,029 from the capital fund, and 
$1,478 from the memorial fund. Including December’s 
payment, we will have paid all our conference apportionments 
in full for the year. 

In December, the Leadership Council 
approved the general fund budget for 2023. 
The total amount approved was $336,645 
which is 4.3% more than the $322,706 
budgeted for 2022. The increase was due to 
an increase in property utilities and 
maintenance, and staff salaries and 
benefits. 

As of December 20, for the 2023 Stewardship Campaign, we 
have received 38 pledges totaling $210,555 for the general 
fund and $8,320 for the capital fund. Last year we received 52 
pledges totaling $250,650 for the general fund and $14,250 for 
the capital fund. With the increase in our general fund budget, 
we need more contributions to this fund in 2023, so if you are 
able, please pledge and/or give more money to this fund. If 
you haven’t turned in your pledge for 2023 yet, please do so 

(Continued on page 4) 
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soon. You can fill out the pledge form from the home page of 
our church’s website, sttims-umc.org. 

Thank you for contributing to the life of St. Tims, whether it is 
your financial giving, attending and participating in worship, 
Sunday school, and special studies and events, being on a 
church committee, and volunteering to do something else. 

Al Yakish, Finance Committee Chair 

JANUARY Offerings 

Human Relations Day 

Human Relations Day is one of six churchwide Special 
offerings of the United Methodist Church.  This offering calls 
United Methodists to recognize the right of all God's children in 
realizing their potential as human beings in relationship with 
one another.  It benefits neighborhood ministries with 57% 
going to Community Developers Program, 33% for community 
advocacy to United Methodist Voluntary Services Program, 
and 10% to work with at-risk teens through the Youth Offender 
Rehabilitation Program. 

“It is every man's obligation to put back intro the world at least the 
equivalent of what he takes out of it.”  -  Albert Einstein 

 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS - Focus on the Homeless 

Another special offering in January is focused on the 
homeless, the marginalized folks with unsheltered protection. 

The Salvation Army 

The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an 
evangelical part of the universal Christian Church.  Its ministry 
is motivated by the love of God, and its mission is to meet 
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human needs in God’s name without discrimination.  It has 
served the Waterloo area for over 120 years. 

Their red kettle campaign is short of its goal, so our donation 
will go towards reaching that goal.  This money is used for 
many purposes:  men's & women's shelters; an after school 
youth program for kids; a hot meal on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays, a cold food pantry on Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
and emergency assistance to help with utility bills.   

The Hospitality House 

The Hospitality House, the only daytime shelter for the 
homeless, is open from 9 AM to 4 PM.  It provides a shower, 
laundry facilities, access to a computer, and emotional 
support.  A daily lunch is prepared, without access to a stove, 
for  approximately 15 very hungry folks.  The manager says 
the people, who are basically invisible in our society, feel 
worthwhile when outsiders recognize them with clothing, 
blankets, and good food.   

Donations of paper products, nonperishable food, or frozen 
casseroles are wanted, or you can bring a home-cooked meal, 
or send in meals from restaurants.  When items are taken to 
Hospitality House, the people are always 
verbally very grateful that you thought of them. 

The Warming Center 

Good news!  With help from matching grants 
and monetary donations, a permanent night 
Warming Center has been purchased!  
Volunteers have been very busy renovating the 
former dental office, and plans are to open it 
from 8 PM to 7 AM on January 1.  Capacity will be 30 beds for 
both men and women.  A light supper will be served, and 
shower and laundry facilities will be available.  ALL are 
welcome here, even alcoholics and drug users, with no time 
limit.  Homeless people can stay at Salvation Army for 30 
days, and they must be drug & alcohol free, so this is a new 
opportunity to support ALL homeless people.   

“No one has ever become poor from giving.”  Anne Frank 

Please write in your check memo how much you want to go to 
each organization:  Salvation Army, Hospitality House, 
Warming Center. 
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COMMUNITY MEAL - Tuesday, January 17 

St. Tims and the Islamic Center will again be serving a 
delicious & healthy home-
cooked meal to at least 100 
people, focusing on many 
peoples' favorite:  scalloped 
potatoes and ham.   

Tuesday, January 17 is an 
opportunity for all of us to “be 
with” rather than just “doing 
for.”   We invite YOU to come 
to the Community Meal, eat 

with & chat with our guests, and show them that we care. 

Volunteers are needed to: 

 mingle with the folks and listen to them 

 bake bars/cookies 

 set up the tables and chairs at 3:45 

 help prep the food at 1:00 

 start serving the meal at 4:30 

 wash/dry dishes at 5:00 with clean-up to follow 

If you have not experienced helping at a Community Meal, we 
strongly suggest that you give it a try! 

Contact Carolyn Scoville if you can help in any way. 

“The most precious thing I have to give is my time.”   
-  Silvia Hartmann 

THREEHOUSE will be served a meal of scalloped potatoes 
and ham, green beans, applesauce, bread/butter, and 
desserts on Wednesday, January 18 before their worship 
service.   
“No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of 
another.”  -  Charles Dickens 

 

The church staff would like to say thank you for your 
Christmas Love Offering gift. 
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Create-a-Casserole and  Grab-a-Gallon Clubs 

Tuesday, January 24 

Let's support the Hospitality House with food again in January, 
the only daytime shelter for the homeless.  Remember that 
Hospitality House does not have a stove, and they really 
appreciate our casseroles that can be thawed and heated up 
in a crockpot or roaster.  The manager says the casseroles 
really fill up these hungry folks. 

Please make & bake & freeze any 
casserole in a 9x13 disposable pan.  
Write the name of the casserole on 
the top, and bring it to the church by 
10:00 AM on Thursday, January 26. 

If you prefer, you can bring your 
frozen casseroles to the church early 

& leave them in the freezer compartment in the refrigerator in 
the kitchen or the Conference room.  Label it with your name. 

 Goal?   20 delicious casseroles! 

If you aren't able to make a casserole, you can grab a gallon 
can of any fruit or vegetable.  It can also be brought early and 
placed in the tub under the mailboxes or bring to the church by 
January 26 at 10:00 AM. 

 Goal?  8 cans! 

“I was hungry and you fed me.”  Matthew 25:30 

THANK YOU,  THANK YOU,  THANK YOU 

 for your $4046 monetary donation to the NE IA Food Bank 

 for your $2023 monetary donation for school uniforms and 
gift cards for the 15 people we adopted from Cunningham 
School for Christmas 

 for a donation of socks, underwear, long underwear, and a 
sweater to the homeless at Hospitality House 

 for the collection of 167 gloves, hats, scarves, socks, and 
underwear collected on our Mitten Tree for the children at 
Cunningham School   

 for a donation of 34 new, heavy-duty, really warm socks for 
Hospitality House 
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ONGOING NEEDS 

The HOMELESS folks in our community need to know they 
are cared for and supported. Our weather affects those living 
under the bridges, in abandoned buildings, and in their cars.   

Every one of us have basic needs (food, toiletries, etc!).  

Our homeless would appreciate back packs or duffel bags, 
tents, water bottles, hand-held food items, hand wipes, 
Chapstick, small toiletries, gift certificates for fast food, etc. 

Place your generous items in the tub under the mailboxes, 
and they will be taken to Hospitality House or to the Salvation 
Army. 
 

NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN: the books are given to 
People’s Community Health Clinic. 
 

WINTER IS HERE: As you sort through 
your clothes (children’s and adult) please 
consider donating the WINTER items that 
are still in good condition.  Bring them to the 
church and place them in the tote marked “homeless” located 
under the church mailboxes.  

People being served by the Warming Center, Salvation Army, 
House of Hope, and Hospitality House will appreciate 
sweaters, sweatshirts, warm coats, hats, scarves, gloves, 
warm socks, and long underwear.   

The Salvation Army and Hospitality House are accepting 
warm blankets as well. 
 

HYVEE RECEIPTS: please remember to save and bring your 
receipts to the church for Walter Cunningham School, our 
Partner in Education. The school receives $1.00 for every 
$250 recorded on the receipts. What a wonderful way for 
St. Tims to help!  

Place your receipts in the clear container on top of the 
mailboxes. 
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Please remember in prayer: 

Jason Lang’s grandfather and grandmother, both with health 
concerns. Pray for healing, and hope. 

Scot Morris 
Glenda Riddle 
Bob Rule 
Carol and Danielle Herzmann (Bob Huber & Lyn 

Countryman’s niece and her 1 year old baby) 
Jan Kellner’s niece’s aunt – Mary Lee 
Diana Gruver 
Darline Balm-Demmel 
Dave Pounds 
Terry Bates 
Our food closet recipients 
Our friends at Jubilee UMC 
All who are shut-in 
People of Ukraine 
Our leaders and our military 
Our country 
Our St. Timothys family 

Our prayers and deepest 
sympathy to David Draper 
on the loss of his wife  
Carol Ann on December 19.  

Sunday School Offerings for Red Bird Mission 

The January-June Sunday School offering will be sent to Red 
Bird Mission in the Appalachian Mountains. The needs remain 
critical in this isolated, rural distressed area because of 
chronic poverty, lack of jobs, poor housing, and rugged 
mountainous terrain. Red Bird Mission and Clinic strives to 
meet these needs through Education, Health & Wellness, 
Community Outreach, Economic Opportunity, and Community 
Housing improvement. 

The Mission is currently facing a financial crisis that is making 
it difficult to continue all the areas of ministries they provide. 
Without more funding, they will have to reduce the ministries 
to this community. 
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Friendship Breakfasts 

The Friendship Breakfast 
Group meets at the Cedar 
Falls Village Inn on the 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays at  
9:00 a.m. 

Come, join us, and enjoy! 

THANK YOU for coming and 
for your caroling. It was 
deeply appreciated. 

June Niedert 
 

THANK YOU for the very 
thoughtful finals gift!  I am 
grateful for all your support 
over the many years. 

Elise Patton 

Mark Rowe-Barth 1 

Ken Basom 2 

Dr. Colette Lothe 2 

Sharon Walker 3 

Jeanne Robinson 4 

Benjamin Allen 5 

Lucia McNeal 6 

Robin Cooper 7 

Ginny Rule 10 

Sally Yakish 12 

Dennie Grovo 12 

Vakhtang Kodanashvili 12 

Katelina James 12 

Maxine Woods 15 

Russ Clarke 16 

Alex Madonna 17 

Arianna Frazier 20 

Ross Schupbach 23 

Deanna Riess 25 

Wesley Kitzman 26 

Donald Fisher 27 

Pat & Tami Doyle 
January 7 — 34 years 

 
Bob & Beth Busch 

January 10 — 42 years 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day is January 16 

Monday, January 16 is a 
federal holiday that promotes 
equal rights for all Americans, 
regardless of their back-
ground.  Americans are 
encouraged to give some of 
their time as volunteers in 
citizen action groups. 
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Sunday, Jan 1  NO Adult Sunday School today 
 9:30 AM Youth Sunday School End of 

Year Celebration 
 10:15 AM Worship with Communion 
 11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 
 
Sunday, Jan 8 9:00 AM Adult Sunday School  
 9:30 AM Youth Sunday School  
 10:15 AM Worship  
 11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 
 
Wednesday, Jan 11 9:00 AM Friendship Breakfast @ Village Inn 
 5:00 PM Finance meeting 
 
Sunday, Jan 15 9:00 AM Adult Sunday School  
 9:30 AM Youth Sunday School  
 10:15 AM Worship  
 11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 
 3:00 PM Social Principles Study on Zoom 
 
Monday, January 16  Martin Luther King Jr. Day - - -

office closed 
Tuesday, January 17  Community Meal @ First UMC CF 
Wednesday, January 18  5:30 PM SPRC meeting 
Friday, January 20  February Tims Tales Stories Due 
 
Sunday, Jan 22 9:00 AM Adult Sunday School  
 9:30 AM Youth Sunday School  
 10:15 AM Worship  
 11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 
 
Wednesday, Jan 25 9:00 AM Friendship Breakfast @ Village Inn 
 5:30 PM Leadership meeting 
 
Sunday, Jan 29 9:00 AM Adult Sunday School  
 9:30 AM Youth Sunday School  
 10:15 AM Worship  
 11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 
 3:00 PM Social Principles Study on Zoom 
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Thank You  
to our  

St. Timothys 
Youth  

for telling the 
Christmas Story 
while leading us 

in Worship! 
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December 17 was a 
cold, wintry day - 
perfect for caroling to 
others in our St. Tims 
family!  



 

14   Tims Tales   January 2023 

Our Witness of Inclusion 
The congregation of St. Timothys United Methodist 
Church in Cedar Falls celebrates God’s gifts as a 
faith community built upon the life and teachings of 
Jesus Christ. We are called and strive to be an 
open, loving, and caring congregation; to proclaim 
Jesus’ love and justice to all; and to live out God’s 
unending love through the inclusiveness and 
welcoming of all persons, including those of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities. 

Tims Tales is published monthly by St. Timothys United Methodist Church 
3220 Terrace Drive, Cedar Falls, IA  50613 
 

Scott Lothe - Pastor, pastor@sttims-umc.org 
Patricia Harkin  - Office Manager, sttimsadmin@cfu.net 
Karen Keele Kober - Director of Music Ministries 
Janet Kreb - Organist 
Vakhtang Kodanashvili - Pianist 
Kate Kitzman - Director of Congregational Care and Connection 
TBD - Youth Ministry Intern 
TBD - Custodian 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please submit news for the February issue of Tims Tales by 
Friday, January 20. 

Keeping up with St. Timothys  

Worship CD:  If you missed Sunday’s Worship Service, you 
can keep up with the current worship service or listen to a  
previous service with a CD available from the church office.   
If you cannot make it regularly to church, please contact the 
church office to be added to the CD distribution list.  

Email Connection: Get a weekly update as well as special 
announcements.  Subscribe by sending your email address to 
our office manager at sttimsadmin@cfu.net. 

Newsletter: Receive our monthly newsletter, Tims Tales, in 
the mail – contact the office with your mailing address. 

Facebook: Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/sttims-umc to get all the 
latest posts from St. Tims. 
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The School for Lay Ministry not only provides you 
with an education it impacts your life 

The School for Lay Ministry (SLM) is more 
than a 12-course program to inspire, equip 
and encourage lay people; it is an education 
in worship planning, congregational care, 
doctrine and history, that will benefit not only 
you and your local church but will impact your 
life. 

You can enroll in the complete SLM program or take only 
classes that interest you. 

SLM is the basis to become Certified Lay Speaker, Certified 
Lay Servant, and Certified Lay Minister, and by completing 
SLM classes, you can maintain that designation.  
SLM provides a way for lay people to express their gifts and 
talents in the local church and to serve beyond your local 
church if desired.   
The School for Lay Ministry is for clergy too! Enrolling is a 
perfect way to inspire, equip, and encourage clergy and laity 
to work together and serve their local church and community. 

You can enroll in either the three-year 12-course program or 
take individual classes.  Classes are online and on a Saturday 
from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Tuition for each class is $100.00.  

Course schedule for 2023: 
Jan. 21 — Basic 
Feb. 11 — Shaping the Prayers of the People 
March 11 — Stewardship, Christian Ethics, and Conflict 
April 22 — Methods of Biblical Interpretation 
Sept. 16 or 30 — Proclamation and Sharing the Faith 
Oct. 28 — Missions and Social Concerns 

Our prayer is that you will consider joining us.  
Please direct any questions/comments to  
Lynn Calvert, slmdean70@gmail.com or  
Kate Kitzman at slm.iaumc@gmail.com. 

For more information, and to register, go to  
www.iaumc.org/slm.  Near the bottom a button 
labeled “Register Now” will direct you to the 
application for 2023. 
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