
 

October 2022   Tims Tales      

OCTOBER 2022 

Tims Tales 

We will have a special  
offering for Reconciling  
Ministries Network (RMN) 



 

2   Tims Tales   October 2022 

 
The Pursuit of Happiness 
 
  For sometime now, we Americans have been trying our 
best to consume our way to happiness. We have run up 
debt on credit cards, bought more home than we can   
afford, and felt guilty when we are unable to give our 
children and grandchildren the latest toys and gadgets. 
Now the entire world is paying an economic price for 
our over consumption. 
 
  Involved in all of this is at least one notion that 
needs to be challenged. Frequently you will hear the 
question, "Don't I have the right to be happy?" Implied 
in this question is the suggestion that first and  
foremost and at any price some people imagine happiness 
to be the chief goal and purpose of life. That's an old 
idea, but one wonders about its accuracy. Is my  
happiness and having everything I want the chief  
objective of life? 
 
  One thing we have learned about living is the direct 
pursuit of happiness is futile and usually disastrous. 
Oliver Wendell Holmes once declared, "Repose is not the 
chief end of humans." One suspects Holmes was well 
aware that what many of us believed to be happiness is 
not possible in our kind of world. We long for an  
existence where life is one continuous picnic, and the 
only pressures upon us are those that we choose. 
 
  Such an idea, of course, is an illusion.  Have you 
heard the story about a little boy who one day asked 
his father, "What can I do?" The father replied, 
"Anything you want, now go play." The boy responded to 
his father, "But I'm bored of doing that!" What the 
child discovered has been the common experience of us 
all.  There is an old saying which contains more than a 
little wisdom: "The more you do just what you want to 
do, the less you enjoy doing it." 
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  In Luke's Gospel, there is a story of another boy 
who declared his right to be happy. One day, tired and 
bored of the daily grind at home, he took his leave 
and journeyed into the inviting streets of a distant 
city. For a while things went well as he exercised his 
freedom to buy and do whatever he wanted; but the  
story continues with the solemn words: "When he had 
spent all, a mighty famine arose in the land, and he 
began to be in want." The crisis that came upon him 
was not just financial. The real poverty was that of 
spirit, the emptiness of life which comes to those 
whose only pursuit is happiness at any price. 
 
  True happiness is almost always the byproduct of  
another pursuit. As we offer our lives to something 
greater than our needs and wants, we discover the 
deeper meaning of life. Peace of mind and spirit is 
not personal tranquility or repose. It is the byprod-
uct of living our lives in faithfulness to God and 
neighbor. To put it another way: When you do what you 
are supposed to do, you feel the way you want to feel. 
The chief pursuit of life is not to be happy but to 
live our lives faithfully by the values of God's  
kin-dom: mercy, justice and love. If we pursue these 
things, then happiness and meaning come as a byproduct. 
 
May God bless you on the journey of faith,  
 

Pastor Scott 
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CROP WALK 2022 

 

FOR ALL IN-PERSON GATHERINGS AT THE CHURCH:  
masks are optional if you are fully vaccinated. Hand sanitizer        
stations and masks are available.  Thank you 

Diane Helmrichs, Louise Odle, Alice Sawin, Terry Helmrichs, Sue Ilax 

CEDAR VALLEY CROP HUNGER WALK 

Was held on SEPTEMBER 25, 2022 and we 

thank everyone for their gifts and support. 

Donations will continue to be accepted 

through October. 

WALK. GIVE. CHANGE THE WORLD. 
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Update from the Finance Committee 
 
Through August, our church is still in very good shape financially.  
Our expenses for the general fund are a little more than our income 
so far this year but our fund balance is still good.  Whether you make 
it to worship in person on Sunday or not, please continue to give to 
the general and capital funds and special offerings if you can. You 
can leave a donation in the offering plate outside the sanctuary door 
before or after Sunday worship, drop off or mail a check to the 
church office, use the donate option on our church website, donate 
stock to our church through our brokerage account at Stifel, or   
transfer money directly from your bank checking account to our 
church’s Veridian checking account. 
 
At the end of August, we had balances of $73,410 in our general 
fund, $32,743 in our capital fund, and $4,779 in our memorials fund.  
The general and capital fund balances are higher than last year. 
 
Through August, we received $199,647 for the general fund, which 
includes pledges, plate money, church use, and miscellaneous      
giving, $11,925 for the capital fund, which is used for capital       
projects, and $115 for the memorials fund, which is used for other 
special projects and causes. 
 
On the expense side, we spent $205,254 from our general fund 
through August, $4,345 from our capital fund, and $717 from our 
memorial fund.  Including September’s payment, we have paid all 
our conference apportionments payments for the year. 
 
Thank you for contributing to the life of St. Tims, whether it is your 
financial giving, attending and participating in worship, Sunday 
school, and special studies and events, being on a church committee, 
and volunteering to do something else.  If you are financially able, 
try to keep up with your pledges to the general and capital funds and 
increase your giving from year to year.  If you have any questions 
about our church’s finances or want a copy of the latest balance 
sheet or treasurer’s report, contact the church office or me. 
 
Al Yakish, Finance Committee Chair 
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Potluck and Hymn Sing 
 
   

FUN - FELLOWSHIP - FOOD -  SONG 
What a joyful celebration! 

Thank you to everyone that shared this time together. 
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Thank you to Emily Borcherding and Kate Kitzman for sharing these photos. 
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Say the word stewardship, and church people typically  
visualize an offering plate. Each year, many pastors preach 
their “God Loves a cheerful giver sermons during autumn 
stewardship campaigns.” 
  
But stewardship is more than just giving money or at least it’s 
supposed to be. The Bible says disciples of Jesus Christ 
should give back from their resources, which include not only 
treasure, but time and talents—all part of holistic stewardship. 
 
“Holistic stewardship changes the focus from the church’s 
need for money, to the people’s need to give.” (Rev. Ken Sloane, 
Director of Stewardship, General Board of Discipleship) 
 

Churches have missions that require financial support, but, 
Sloane said, “we don’t want people to give just because we 
need money. We want them to give because generosity          
is part of being a complete disciple of Jesus Christ.  
It’s part of our spiritual growth to experience the joy that 
comes from generosity.” 
 
Rev. Bob Crossman  
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/stewards-of-all-a-mark-of-faithful-disciples 

 

St. Timothys 2023  
Stewardship Campaign 
Kick off will begin on 
October 30th.   
 

CD Connection Program 
The Connections Team wants to make sure that everyone has a chance to 
stay in connection. For those who are not able to access the worship    
services online, CD audio recordings of the services are a great way to 
continue to feel a part of the church family. So, if you are still at home, and 
would like to receive regular CD recordings, we want to know. If you do 
not have a CD player, we need to know that too! 
 
And, if you have an easy to use CD player that you no longer need and 
would like to donate it to this program, please let us know. Contact Kate 
for all inquiries about the CD connection program: kate.sttims@gmail.com  
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Special Offering - October 9th 
Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) 
 
 

   The Reconciling Ministries Network is a national 
grassroots organization that exists to enable full  
participation of people of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities in the life of the United Methodist Church,          
both in policy and practice. 
 

   With the RMN you will:  
1) create communities which affirm the inclusive Church of Christ;  
2) work for the end of oppression and discrimination in the UMC; 
3) advocate for change through witnesses at General Conference, 

Annual Conferences, and Church Trials, and sign on with 
LGBTQIA2S+ legal cases to affirm equal civil rights;  

4) prepare inclusive educational and worship resources;  
5) coordinate ministries of care with and for all travelers in this  
       journey for justice;  
6)   join persons of common experience to strengthen unique voices       
 for welcome. 

    Micah said "do justice".  Give from your heart for the             
advancement of the policies of the UMC. 

Upcoming Offerings for the remainder of 2022 
You may wish to give to one of these ministries before the 
month when we feature them.  This is our plan for the 
remainder of 2022. 

October: World Communion, Reconciling Ministries Network, 
IaMMJ (formerly JFON), money for Hygiene kits 

November:  money for Cunningham School adopt-a-families 
and mitten tree, NE IA Food Bank 

December: United Methodist Students, Boys & Girls Club 

mailto:kate.sttims@gmail.com
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What has UMCOR been doing? 
In the deadliest natural disaster of the year, a 7.2-

magnitude earthquake struck Haiti’s western region in 
August, 2021.  It was followed by Tropical Storm Grace 
and then significant aftershocks in January.  UMCOR 
swiftly provided emergency food, shelter, personnel, 
hygiene & medical support.  They gave grants to the 
United Methodist Church in Haiti, by providing for 6 
new water purification plants and mobile health clinics.  
They are supporting vocational training, disaster leader-
ship development and the provision of a new school 
building that will double as an evacuation center. 

In July 2022 Eastern Kentucky experienced disastrous 
floods.  UMCOR rapidly approved a $10,000 grant to 
address immediate needs.  In August 2021 UMCOR   
approved a $2.9 million grant to the Tennessee-
Western Kentucky following floods in Middle  

 Tennessee.  In June 2021 due to flooding in Detroit, 
UMCOR immediately provided flood buckets &  

 hygiene kits and  then mold & mildew mitigation,  
 construction management, and the replacing of  
 appliances and furniture for survivors. 
The Marshall Fire, the most destructive fire in Colorado 

history, consumed 1,084 structures.  UMCOR, part-
nering with the Mountain Sky Conference, immedi-
ately gathered & distributed material donations such 
as fire kits and gift cards & provided emotional & 
spiritual care.  They continue to help in the recovery 
phases by providing funds to hire disaster case man-
agers to help survivors define a recovery plan & help 
them to get the resources they need. 

In 2020 hurricanes pummeled the United States East 

Cost, primarily Philadelphia's black neighborhood, 

and Hurricane Ida battered the same region in 

2021, both damaging property on an inconceivable 

scale, disproportionately affecting senior citizen and 

low-income households.  UMCORA granted $1.8 mil-

lion to mobilize 500-1000 volunteers to repair & 

restore damaged homes. 
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Every day UMCOR grants are providing transporta-
tion, food, water, clothing, shelter, medication, 
medical supplies, legal services & safe spaces for 
refugees, families, women, children, & those with 
disabilities in various places in the Ukraine.  They 
work directly with the United Nations and the 
Ukrainian government. 

UMCOR DISASTER FUND 
Anytime there is a disaster, whether local or 
global, you can make a contribution to an 
UMCOR fund to help the victims in crisis,  
(ex: the Florida Hurricane Victims). Just make 
your check out to St. Tims with the location of 
the disaster in the memo. It will then be  
coded with the disaster number and sent to 
the conference. 

Thank You, once again, for your generous offering of  
$1662 to Women at the Well  
  $1231 to missionaries Larry and Jane Kies 

  Walter Cunningham School is appreciative of your 
donations of 17 pairs of underwear and 10 pairs of socks and the 
4 large bags of toilet paper & paper towel rolls that will be used 
for a 2nd grade science project.   
They can also use wrapping paper rolls. 

 
“There is nothing more beautiful than someone who goes out of their 

way to make life beautiful for others.”  Mandy Hale 



 

12   Tims Tales   October 2022 

ONGOING: 
 

The HOMELESS folks in our community need to know they are 
cared for and supported. Our weather affects those living    
under the bridges, in abandoned buildings, and in their cars.  
Everyone of us have basic needs (food, toiletries, etc!)  

 Our homeless would appreciate back packs or duffel bags, 
tents, water bottles, hand-held food items, hand wipes,     
Chapstick, small toiletries, gift certificates for fast food, etc.  
Place your generous items in the tub under the mailboxes, and 
they will be taken to Hospitality House or  

 to the Salvation Army. 
 

NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN: the books are given to     
People’s Community Health Clinic 
 

WINTER WILL BE HERE SOON: As you sort through your 
clothes (children’s and adult) please consider donating  the  
WINTER items that are still in good condition to church and  
placing them in the tote located under the church mailboxes.  
Folks being served by the Salvation Army, House of Hope, and 
Hospitality House will appreciate sweaters, sweatshirts, warm 
coats, hats, scarves, gloves, warm socks, long underwear.   
The Salvation Army and Hospitality House are also accepting 
warm blankets as well. 

 

HYVEE RECEIPTS: please remember to save and bring your 
receipts to the church for Walter Cunningham School, our Partner 
in Education. The school receives $1.00 for every $250 recorded 
on the receipts. What a wonderful way for St Tims to help!  
Place your receipts in the clear container on top of the mailboxes. 
Note:  
In the past year, 33 schools in the Waterloo, Cedar Falls, and 
Waverly area received $8920, with Cunningham School  
receiving $500. 
St Tims, a partner with Threehouse,   
began in September serving an every-
other-month Wednesday night meal be-
fore their worship service.  It will be 
served on the night following Community 
Meals, so extra food can be  prepared for 
them.  This is another way we can     
support this ministry to college-age    
students. 
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LOCATION - First United Methodist Church in Cedar Falls 
 

The Missions committee chose the Personal Dignity Kit for  
St Tims' contribution.  We ask for your gifts to be donated, 
no later than OCTOBER 23rd so the committee can shop 
and package these items.  Early donations are appreciated so 
the shopping can be done in phases as sometimes stores run  
out of needed items. Please write your checks to St Tims with 
KITS in the memo. (The approximate cost of each kit is about $14, 
plus $2 must be sent with each kit to provide a razor and toothpaste.) 
 

July 20, 2022, MMDC prayed over and sent 1680 personal 
dignity kits to HONDURAS. The next day, another 840 kits 
plus other items were also shipped to Honduras. These kits 
provide poverty-line families with essential hygiene products.  
July 29th, the 5th UKRAINE shipment was sent containing 
medical supplies, rice meals, and hygiene kits.  
August 12th, the 6th container of items, including the hygiene 
kits, was shipped to UKRAINE. 
 

The Ingathering team is pleased to continue our partnership 
with Midwest Mission Distribution Center. They are an 
UMCOR Cooperating depot that also partners with many   
other nonprofits. They regularly ship 3 to 4 containers of     
humanitarian relief each month domestically & internationally. 
The need is great all over the world for these basic items.  
Can you imagine not having a bar of soap or a toothbrush? 
 

Let’s show our love of Jesus in  
a practical way by providing at 
least 100 kits of very essential 
hygiene products. 
 

“Those who are happiest are those 
who do the most for others.”  
Booker T. Washington 
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OCTOBER  OFFERINGS 

Missions & Outreach - Opportunities to Serve 

A special offering in October will be to celebrate World 
Communion Sunday.  United Methodists, in conjunc-
tion with other denominations and believers worldwide, 
participate in communion to recognize our unity in Jesus 
Christ. 

Your financial donations support racial and ethnic students in achiev-
ing their educational goals and transforming communities.  Your 
generosity continues to provide scholarships, grants, mentoring and 
training for leadership development.  50% of the offering provides 
scholarships for graduate students from the U.S. and other countries.  
35% supports racial and ethnic scholarships for students pursuing or-
dained ministry and includes a mentoring program.  15% funds Eth-
nic-In-Service Training Grant for leadership development, recruit-
ment, training, and retention of ethnic United Methodist persons in 
leadership positions in every level of the church and its ministry. 

Write your checks to St Tims with Communion in the memo.  “It's what 
we do for Christ in the here & now that will make a difference in the then 
and there  

REMINDER 
Deadline for personal dignity 
kits is October 23rd. 
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Another October special offering will support 
Iowa Migrant Movement for Justice 
(IaMMJ), formerly JFON.  It is a statewide 
membership-based legal service and advocacy 
organization driven and led by immigrants'& 
refugees' voices and united with allies in Iowa.  
IaMMJ serves the immigrant and refugee 
community across the state by providing free 
or low-cost immigration legal counsel and rep-
resentation. 

Monthly immigration legal clinics are in Des Moines, Cedar 
Rapids, Storm Lake, Ottumwa, Columbus Junction, Mar-
shalltown, & Decorah/Postville.  They assist people with 
family-based immigration;  humanitarian programs including 
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS),  asylum; Vio-
lence Against Women Act (VAWA), & U-visas;  Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and Temporary Pro-
tected Status (TPS);  removal defense;  and naturalization 
and citizenship. 

This is the 10th Anniversary of DACA.  The original protec-
tions DACA gave have never been made permanent, and 
the latest challenge to the program is likely to reach the 
Supreme Court.  Ten years is a very long time to live with 
an uncertain future.   

Your generous gift will help 800,000 immigrants that stand 
to lose their legal right to be here.  Your gift will help fight 
for a world where everyone who wants to make Iowa their 
permanent home, can do so without fear. 

Write your checks to St Tims with IaMMJ in the memo.                                               

“Speak up for the people who have no voice.  Speak out for jus-
tice.”  Proverbs 31:8 
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Timothy Peterson 01-Oct 

Paula Gilroy 01-Oct 

Cassie Pearson 02-Oct 

Brooke Steuben 06-Oct 

Larkyn Reid 08-Oct 

Abby Luvert 12-Oct 

Carla Darrow Long 14-Oct 

Kate Kilbourn-Jones 14-Oct 

Kathy Agness 15-Oct 

Pat Allen 17-Oct 

Alyssa Kilbourn 17-Oct 

Pete Wetrich 18-Oct 

Kate Kitzman 19-Oct 

Greg Cooper 24-Oct 

Mark Rodenburgh 25-Oct 

Susan Ilax 26-Oct 

Miranda Kracke 26-Oct 

Reese Rodenburgh 28-Oct 

Linda Muller 30-Oct 

Peter Hachmeister 31-Oct 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

* Florida hurricane victims  
* Dennie Grovo 
* Bob Rule  
* Diana Gruver 
* Dave Pounds 
* Darline Balm-Demmel 
* Jayne Phelps 
* Terry Bates 
* Kentucky flood victims  
* People of Ukraine 
* Our friends of Jubilee UMC 
* Our St Timothy family 

Matthew Kuehl & Anne Forcey 01-Oct 

David & Karen Burkholder 06-Oct 

Jan & Kristin Hahn 12-Oct 

Jay & Kathy Agness 16-Oct 

Mike & Jan Kellner 20-Oct 
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Sunday, Oct 2   9:00 AM Adult Sunday School 
   10:15 AM Worship  
   10:30 AM Youth Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Fellowship 
     
Tues, Oct 4    5:30 PM Connections meeting 
 
Sunday, Oct 10   9:00 AM Adult Sunday School 
   10:15 AM Worship - Solidarity Sunday 
    10:30 AM Youth Sunday School 
   11:00 AM Fellowship 
    

Tues, Oct 11    6:30 PM Trustees meeting 
Wed, Oct 12    9:30 AM Staff meeting 
Wed, Oct 12    5:00 PM Finance meeting 
Wed, Oct 12    6:00 PM Missions meeting 
Fri, Oct 15   1 -  4 PM St Tims Food Bank   
 

 

Sunday, Oct 16   9:00 AM Adult Sunday School 
   10:15 AM Worship 
   10:30 AM Youth Sunday School  
    11:00 AM Fellowship 
    

Wed, Oct 19    5:30 PM SPRC meeting 
Fri, Oct 21    5:30 PM TIMS TALES ARTICLES DUE 
  

     
Sunday, Oct 23   9:00 AM Adult Sunday School 
   10:15 AM Worship  
   10:30 AM Youth Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Fellowship 
    

 Tues, Oct 25    5:30 PM Charge Conference @ FUMC 
 
Sunday, Oct 310   9:00 AM Adult Sunday School 
   10:15 AM Worship - All Saints 
   10:30 AM Youth Sunday School 
    11:00 AM Fellowship 
    

** Youth Sunday School  will be both online and in-person.  
Everyone welcome!    
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Remember, if you know of upcoming 
events our members are involved in, 
please let the office know so we can share 
it in our weekly reminders and newsletter.    
Pictures of events are always great! 

Applause Opportunity 

USHERS: 
October Mike Dreyer 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th 
November Phil Patton 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 
December Bob Clark 4th, 11th, 18th 

HOSPITALITY HOSTS: 
October Ginny & Bob Rule  16th 
October Louise Odle & Jean Meehan 23rd 
October Kathy & Jay Agness  30th 
 
November Jan & Mike Kellner  6th 
November Lois & Merlin Taylor  13th 
November Diane & Terry Helmrichs 20th 
 
December Kathy & Jay Agness  4th 
December Louise Odle & Jean Meehan 11th 
December Alice Sawin & Tony Reid 18th 

REMEMBER TO VOTE! 
        NOVEMBER 8 
Absentee Ballots Available Now 
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Our Witness of Inclusion 
The congregation of St. Timothys United Methodist 
Church in Cedar Falls celebrates God’s gifts as a 
faith community built upon the life and teachings of 
Jesus Christ. We are called and strive to be an 
open, loving, and caring congregation; to proclaim 
Jesus’ love and justice to all; and to live out God’s 
unending love through the inclusiveness and 
welcoming of all persons, including those of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities. 

Tims Tales is published monthly by St. Timothys United Methodist Church 
3220 Terrace Drive, Cedar Falls, IA  50613 
 

Scott Lothe - Pastor, pastor@sttims-umc.org 
Patricia Harkin  - Office Manager, sttimsadmin@cfu.net 
Karen Keele Kober - Director of Music Ministries 
Janet Kreb - Organist 
Vakhtang Kodanashvili - Pianist 
Kate Kitzman - Director of Congregational Care and Connection 
Alex Johnson - Youth Ministry Intern 
Dennie Grovo - Custodian 

Newsletter Deadline 
Please submit news for the November issue of Tims Tales to 
Patricia at sttimsadmin@cfu.net by Friday, October 21st. 

Keeping up with St. Timothys  
Worship CD:  If you missed Sunday’s Worship Service, you 
can keep up with the current worship service or listen to a  
previous service with a CD available from the church office.   
If you cannot make it regularly to church, please contact the 
church office to be added to the CD distribution list.  

Email Connection: Get a weekly update as well as special 
announcements.  Subscribe by sending your email address to 
our office manager at sttimsadmin@cfu.net. 

Newsletter: Receive our monthly newsletter, Tims Tales, in 
the mail – contact the office with your mailing address. 

Calendar: See www.sttims-umc.org/calendar 
If you don’t see an event that should be there, please let the 
office know! 

Facebook: Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/sttims-umc to get all the latest 
posts from St. Tims. 
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