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Thank you for your generosity in March
A most grateful and heartfelt THANK YOU is extended to
each of you for your more-than-generous contributions to
March's special offerings! You gave:
$2111 for blankets, which means you purchased 211
blankets for people in crisis,
$2441 to UMCOR to pay for administrative costs,
$ 355 for Iowa tornado victims,
$4655 to UMCOR for the helpless Ukraine folks.

May Offerings
Look inside this issue for more information about each of
these giving options.
Native American Ministries
Appalachia Service Project
Catherine McAuley Center

Upcoming Offerings for the rest of 2022
Some people may wish to give to one of these ministries
before the month when we feature them. This is our plan for
June through December:
June: Peace with Justice, Habitat for Humanity
July: CASS, Jubilee UMC
August: Women at the Well, Missionaries Jane & Larry Kies
September: Threehouse, CROP Walk
October: World Communion, Reconciling Ministries Network,
IaMMJ (formerly JFON), money for Hygiene kits
November: money for Cunningham School adopt-a-families
& mitten tree, NE IA Food Bank
December: United Methodist Students, Boys & Girls Club
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Stay Tuned!

Looking Ahead
“… one thing I do, however, is to forget
what is behind me and do my best to
reach what is ahead.”
Philippians 3:13b
All of us, at one time or another, are
caught in the seemingly unfair and unjust
experiences of life. Life has these
moments and they produce powerful
feelings and emotions. However, if we
dwell too much on these experiences in the past, it siphons off
energy and potential for living in the present.
It is believed that the Apostle Paul spent his last days in a jail cell in
Rome. Imagine, if you can, Paul sitting at a small table with a
flickering lamp. Perhaps he reflects on the days gone by. He had
come to Rome on a great mission, but events had contrived to place
him frequently in jail. He had a choice to make. He could dwell on
what had befallen him and surrender in resentment, or he could
chart a new course. Paul chose the latter.
This is what Easter or “the Springtime of the Soul” is all about. New
life comes from death. At this time of year, we are called to look
ahead and see the new thing God is doing in our midst.
The Roman empire had silenced Paul’s voice, but they had not
stilled his pen. Paul couldn’t speak out, but he could write. He
wrote, and his writings have become famous. They constitute a
major portion of the Christian scripture, including the empowering
verse printed above. Paul encourages us not to spend our time
dwelling on the past, but move forward and embrace the new life set
before us.
The past, with its injuries, defeats, broken dreams, and unobtained
goals, can overwhelm us. By spending too much time here the
present can seem useless and future hopeless. But a life like Paul’s
reminds us that defeat is not falling down … it is staying down or
stuck. It’s important to have vision and keep moving forward into
the preferred future God desires for us.
The people who make life what it ought to be are those who do not
allow the past to lure them into complacency. They embrace the
new life of Easter and find healing and hope. Like Paul, let us press
on and look ahead!
Peace,

Pastor Scott
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We had enough interest for another St.
Tims apparel order, so the online store will
be coming soon!
Keep an eye out for more information!

Save the Date
Cedar Valley Pridefest will be in Waterloo on
August 26-27. Watch for more information
coming this summer! St. Tims will be having a
booth at the event on Saturday.

We Congratulate our 2022 Graduates
Best wishes to our high school graduates:
Will Doyle, Abby Luvert, and Anthony
Madonna.
On May 15, we’re planning a breakfast for
graduates and their families. Following
worship, everyone is invited to join in a
reception (there will be cake!) and an
opportunity to congratulate them in person.
Did we miss anyone? Please contact the
office or Kate Kitzman if you are aware of someone who is
graduating so we can honor him or her as well!

Lifting in Prayer

*Darline, recovering at home.
*Glenda, recovering at home.
*Chris Kilbourn, health concerns
*June Niedert
*Carole Herzmann – niece of Bob Huber & Lyn Countryman
*Julie, a special friend of the Luvert family – recovering at home
*Margaret Reid
*Larry Delfs
*Prayers for our food closet recipients
*Prayers for Jubilee UMC
*Prayers for Ukraine
*Prayers for our Country
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Native American Ministries

Rayne Reid
Brian Helmrichs
Gabriel Childers
Allyn Glenn-Angell
Anthony Madonna
Matthew Kuehl
Roger LaCoste
Ami Roeding
Alexi Ziesman
Pastor Scott Lothe
Brenda Fite
Bill Naaktgeboren
Maria Fouts
Eric Ziesman
Larry Delfs
Peter Roberts
Diane Helmrichs
Jean Meehan
Sophia Perkins
Joshua Klink
Mike Dreyer
Kaleigh Russell
Kethe Shankle
David Williams
Bob Ross
Sharon Wetrich
Margaret Reid

2-May
5-May
6-May
7-May
7-May
8-May
10-May
11-May
12-May
13-May
13-May
14-May
16-May
18-May
20-May
21-May
22-May
24-May
24-May
25-May
26-May
26-May
27-May
28-May
29-May
29-May
29-May
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Thomas & Dorinda Pounds
May 1

Christopher Kilbourn &
Martha Jensen-Kilbourn
May 2
Bill & Candace (Kunkle)
Naaktgeboren
May 8
Brenda Fite &
Jennifer Waldron
May 24

After-Worship
Fellowship Resumes
We invite you to attend, be
a host, and/or bring treats
to share.
Please contact Jan Kellner or
the church office to get
scheduled to host.

The United Methodist Church asks us to take an offering for
NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES, which will be taken in May.
It serves to remind us of the gifts and
contributions made by Native Americans to
our society and in our communities. With
more than 20,000 Native Americans within
the denomination, this special offering helps
to ensure that Native Americans are
recognized and to celebrate their special
voice in the United Methodist Church.
It is used to develop and strengthen Native
American ministries in the annual
conferences and Native American rural, urban, reservation
ministries and communities. It provides scholarships for
Native Americans attending UM schools of theology.
By giving generously, you help provide hope to children &
youth, hope for a brighter future in impoverished communities,
and a voice to those who have felt voiceless for years.
It is through sharing with one another that we experience
Christ among us.
Write your check to St. Tims with Native Americans in the
memo.

You can support the Allen Child Protection Center
Button Jar Project - Button Drive
Fun and unique buttons of all colors, shapes and sizes are needed!
The button jar is used to help victims understand they are not alone.
Each patient seen in the clinic is allowed to pick a button that is
unique to them and then place it in the jar to represent themselves
within the served community.
Donate by May 6
Collection box locations in Waterloo:
Please
Allen College, Winter Hall, 1950 Heath St.
OR Allen Hospital, Enrance 6A, 1825 Logan Ave.
For more information about the ACPC, call (319) 226-2345, or visit
unitypoint.org/waterloo/child-protection-center.
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Appalachia Service Project

Catherine McAuley Center

ASP provides one of the most rewarding structured service
opportunities in the nation — bringing thousands of volunteers
from around the country to rural Central Appalachia to repair
homes for low-income families. Since 1969, ASP volunteers
have been making homes warmer, safer, and drier. 440,000
volunteers have repaired 19,000 families'
homes in 30+ communities in 5 states.
In a typical year 15,000 volunteers
participate with ASP serving over 350
families.
ASP is only able to assist 1 out of every 10
families who apply for home repairs.

Another recipient of a May offering is the CATHERINE
McAULEY CENTER in Cedar Rapids where immigrants and
refugees are served. It is an affiliate site of the U.S.
Committee for Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI).
The majority of refugees that CMC has resettled have come
from the Congo and Burma, but they welcome all immigrants
and refugees. Since the Afghan Parolee Assistance Program
(APA) was created to provide resettlement services to Afghan
evacuees in the fall, CMC has welcomed 130 Afghans to
Eastern Iowa—double the number of refugees MCM settled in
all of last year. They have committed to receiving 250 cases
up to September 2022, in addition to 150 individual refugees
through the Refugee Reception and Placement Program. One
of the difficulties to helping them is that most of these
immigrants have applied for their Social Security cards and
Employment Authorization documents while they were at
military bases, and there is a delay in receiving these required
documents.
A service plan is developed for each immigrant & then used to
coordinate services in the Cedar Rapids area which is based
on their work history, needed services and referrals, the
family's goals, and a basic household budget. Services
provided include:

Alenna's salary as manager at the local Hardee's just wasn't enough
to provide for all the work that needed to be done to the home that
housed Alenna, Shane, their 2 disabled children, and their Uncle
Justin. They were living in a 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom home. Alenna
& Shane's children were actually sleeping in a closet, & Uncle Justin
on the couch. The roof was leaking, the ceiling was falling in some
areas, the floors were in danger of falling through, there were cracks
in windows and doors, the back porch had fallen off the home, &
they needed electrical and plumbing updates in the kitchen and
bathroom.
Volunteers constructed a 10' x 20' double room addition, a new roof
was put on, the electricity and plumbing was safely updated, drywall
was installed, they got new windows & a new water heater, new
vinyl siding & insulation & underpinning was installed, and new
subflooring and floor coverings were laid. What a difference ASP
made for Alenna, Shane, & their family.

Even though no one from St. Tims will directly experience the
transformation that happens when volunteers work face-toface with the home owners of these substandard houses, we
can still empathize with these folks and give them lifetransforming HOPE.
Write your compassionate checks to St. Tims with ASP in the
memo, so that more families can have warmer, safer, & drier
homes.
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HOUSING: There are some landlords who can provide permanent
housing, but temporary housing in a hotel has been necessary with
the new Afghan arrivals.
HEALTH: Lynn County Public Health has been assessing the
medical needs, including primary care, immunizations, & dental
healthcare.
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

BENEFITS: The Department of Human Services & the State of
Iowa try to make sure they receive the benefits they are eligible for.
EMPLOYMENT: While CMC has an existing network of employers
who frequently hire immigrants and refugees, a partnership with
IowaWORKS has provided a number of employer connections.
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT: CMC, College Community School
District, and Cedar Rapids Public Schools have been coordinating
to ensure the necessary paperwork has been completed to enroll
children in school, depending on the permanent housing location.
ESL: CMC & Kirkwood are assessing each adult to ensure proper
placement into Kirkwood's free English classes & into CMC's
tutoring classes.
PARENT SUPPORT: YPN (Young Parents Network) is helping
ensure parents have support and resources necessary for
beginning their parent journey in a new country.
CULTURAL ORIENTATION & TRANSPORTATION: Newcomers
must learn the basics of what to expect of life in America and what
is expected of them. CMC helps them with bus orientation, where
clients learn how to navigate the public transit system to the
mosque, CMC, the bank, grocery stores, etc.
ENTERTAINMENT & SOCIALIZATION: Several organizations offer
field trips to Afghan families to familiarize them to what's available in
Cedar Rapids.
SUPPLIES: Through the generosity of friends and neighbors,
donations of winter clothes, baby items, health & hygiene products,
toys & books have been given to Afghan families.

This whole process of resettlement has many sequential
steps, is complicated, and involves the coordination of many
people and organizations. CMC wants to help people achieve
greater stability, community inclusion, and an improved quality
of life after fleeing from life-threatening circumstances.
St. Tims folks can help by donating to a fund that will allow
CMC to best meet the needs, whatever they are, of refugees
and immigrants. Write your check to help these desperate
folks to St. Tims with McAuley in the memo.
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ONGOING Giving:
The HOMELESS folks in Waterloo need to know they are cared for
and supported by us. Those living under the bridges, in abandoned
buildings, and cars have so many needs including appropriate
clothing for our rainy, chilly, spring weather. They need back packs
or duffel bags for their few belongings. They need hand-held food
items (like granola bars, crackers with peanut butter/cheese, Chex
mix, nuts, squeezable foods) and hand wipes, Chapstick, small
toiletries, gift certificates for fast food, etc.
Put your donations in the tub under the mailboxes.
CLOTHING: House of Hope accepts good quality clothes for
women and children of all ages, infants through teens, for boys and
girls.
Place items in the west-entry under mailboxes.
HOSPITALITY HOUSE accepts casual clothes for men (jeans,
tennis shoes, casual shirts). Food for Lunch for the 15 or more
homeless folks at Hospitality House is always needed. You can
furnish a whole meal or just desserts, but please check with the
Hospitality House manager for details and to plan a date. She says
the people are very hungry, so suggests you bring double the
amount of food per people being fed. Socks are also needed.
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: to set up an apartment for a mother and her
children - Salvation Army’s Women Shelter, Friends of the Family or
House of Hope.
Call the agencies to find out what is currently needed.
NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN: given to People’s Community
Health Clinic.
ST. TIMS FOOD CLOSET: providing food and non-food items for
struggling families who just can’t get over the top.
Put your items in the tub under the mailboxes.
HYVEE RECEIPTS: We are pausing, but will start collecting
receipts again in June.
Put receipts in the clear plastic container on top of the mailboxes.
CUNNINGHAM SCHOOL: continues to need underwear & socks,
good-condition used books, and empty toilet paper rolls and paper
towel rolls.
Put them in the Cunningham box under the mailboxes.
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Cedar Falls Community Meals Resume
Community Meals will be served every Tuesday evening from
4:30-6:00 at First United Methodist Church in downtown Cedar
Falls. The goal is to not only feed the hungry, but also to feed
people's souls. Everyone is invited to enjoy this food and
fellowship.
Initially Styrofoam plates and other disposables will be used to
lessen germs and the need for dishwashers. Volunteers are
welcome to wear masks, and face shields will be available.
The Masjid Alnoor Islamic Communuity is partnering with St.
Tims. We will serve scalloped potatoes & turkey ham, green
beans, applesauce, rolls, and desserts on the 3rd Tuesday of
every other month.
Our first turn to serve is on May 17. We will
need volunteers to set up the tables, pick up the
food from Martin Brothers and the Food Bank,
prep the food, serve the food, and clean up.
We also will need donations of desserts,
preferably bars or something easy to serve.
Carolyn will soon send out an SOS for help, so
please contact her if you don't get the request for helpers.
Youth Sunday School is online only at 11:30 AM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/87931944889?
pwd=TzVyaW1HMjRhZUpDSFdhZW01M0QrQT09
or
Go to https://www.zoom.us/join, when prompted, provide:
Meeting ID: 879 3194 4889 and Passcode: youth@tims

www.sttims-umc.org/calendar

** If worshipping from home please have your elements ready

Sunday, May 1

Tue, May 3
Sunday, May 8

Tue, May 10
Wed, May 11
Sunday, May 15

Tue, May 17
Wed, May 18
Thu, May 19
Fri, May 20
Sunday, May 22

Sunday Worship Note
If you have been attending worship in-person, you noticed we
took a moment for personal sharing of joys and concerns prior
to the service.
We hope to continue this practice starting at 10:05 each
Sunday morning. Our “broadcast” of the service will still begin
at 10:10, at which time we will center ourselves for worship
during the prelude.
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Wed, May 25
Sunday, May 29

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:30 AM
5:30 PM

Adult Sunday School
Worship - Communion **
Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
Connections meeting

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:30 AM
6:30 PM
5:00 PM
6:00 PM

Adult Sunday School
Worship
Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
Trustees meeting
Finance meeting
Missions meeting

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:30 AM

Adult Sunday School
Worship
Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
Community Meals
Staff meeting
SPRC meeting
Church & Society meeting
St. Tims Food Closet

9:30 AM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:30 AM
3:00 PM
5:30 PM

Adult Sunday School
Worship
Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
Social Principles - Zoom
Leadership Council meeting

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:30 AM

Adult Sunday School
Worship
Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
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Newsletter Deadline

Welcome Bishop Kiesey

Please submit news for the next issue of Tims Tales to
Patricia at sttimsadmin@cfu.net by Friday, May 20.

On April 4, 2022, the North Central Jurisdiction’s College of
Bishops announced a change in episcopal leadership for the
Dakotas and Iowa Conferences.
On February 16, Bishop Laurie Haller fell on ice while running,
fracturing her right wrist and knocking her unconscious. She is
on medical leave. Working with the NCJ College of Bishops,
the Executive Committee of the Council of Bishops approved
Bishop Deborah Kiesey to provide episcopal leadership for the
Iowa and Dakotas Conferences during Bishop Haller’s medical
leave.
Elected to the episcopacy in 2004, Bishop
Deb is no stranger to either conference.
From 2004 to 2012, she served as the
episcopal leader of the Dakotas Area.
“I fell in love with the people and the land of
the Dakotas,” said Bishop Deb. “I was
welcomed with open arms and grace.”
She was ordained an elder in the Iowa
Conference. Upon ordination, she served
the following Iowa churches: Richland/Ollie,
Washington, Mt. Pleasant, and Iowa City. In
2001, she was appointed to the Waterloo District as district
superintendent, and served there until her election.
“Iowa was my home growing up, and it remains my home in
retirement,” said Bishop Deb.
She decided to retire in 2016 after serving in the Michigan
Area from 2012 to 2016. Bishop Deb moved to Iowa City,
Iowa, with her husband Brad, an attorney from Washington,
Iowa, who passed in 2021.

Keeping up with St. Timothys
Worship CD: If you missed Sunday’s Worship Service, you
can keep up with the current worship service or listen to a
previous service with a CD available from the church office.
If you cannot make it regularly to church, please contact the
church office to be added to the CD distribution list.
Email Connection: Get a weekly update as well as special
announcements. Subscribe by sending your email address to
our office manager at sttimsadmin@cfu.net.
Newsletter: Receive our monthly newsletter, Tims Tales, in
the mail – contact the office with your mailing address.
Calendar: See www.sttims-umc.org/calendar
If you don’t see an event that should be there, please let the
office know!
Facebook: Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/sttims-umc to get all the latest
posts from St. Tims.
Tims Tales is published monthly by St. Timothys United Methodist Church
3220 Terrace Drive, Cedar Falls, IA 50613
Scott Lothe
Patricia Harkin
Karen Keele Kober
Janet Kreb
Vakhtang Kodanashvili
Kate Kitzman
Alex Johnson
Dennie Grovo

- Pastor, pastor@sttims-umc.org
- Office Manager, sttimsadmin@cfu.net
- Director of Music Ministries
- Organist
- Pianist
- Director of Congregational Care and Connection
- Youth Ministry Intern
- Custodian

Our Witness of Inclusion
The congregation of St. Timothys United Methodist Church in
Cedar Falls celebrates God’s gifts as a faith
community built upon the life and teachings of
Jesus Christ. We are called and strive to be an
open, loving, and caring congregation; to proclaim
Jesus’ love and justice to all; and to live out God’s
unending love through the inclusiveness and
welcoming of all persons, including those of all
sexual orientations and gender identities.
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2022 MLK Freedom Bus Tour
November 14-18
Presenting Sponsor: MLK New Jerusalem
Costs: $399/person (covers costs of travel, hotel stay, and
museum admissions). Food not included. Payment deadline
Oct. 1, 2022.
Participants engage in a week-long journey exploring iconic
human and civil rights spaces in Memphis, Birmingham,
Montgomery and Selma. In addition to museums in most of
the cities, we also visit the Lorraine Motel in Memphis; the
16th Street Baptist Church and Kelly Ingram Park in
Birmingham; the Equal Justice Initiative’s new Lynching
Memorial in Montgomery; and the iconic Edmund Pettus
Bridge and Brown Chapel AME Church in Selma, among
other interesting sites. This extraordinary pilgrimage satiates
the participants’ quest for greater meaning as we contemplate
the cornerstones of democracy.
We start the trip from Allen College in Waterloo on Monday
(Nov 14) at 0700, and we return to the same location on
Friday night (Nov 18) by 2300. Participants are able to leave
their cars in the Allen College parking lot at no cost for the
week.
Persons can send Checks/Money Orders to us at
Waterloo Commission on Human Rights
620 Mulberry Street, Waterloo 50703
REGISTER by contacting us at 319-291-4441 or
Abraham.funchess@waterloo-ia.org
2022 Presenting Sponsor – MLK New Jerusalem
Veridian Credit Union
MLK New Jerusalem Acct
Ending with #2376
(Donations/Contributions very welcome)
Learn more: See a video about the tour at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5AJUa8_tnY&t=2s
or go to YouTube and search
“MLK Freedom Bus Tour 2021 Waterloo”
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What’s Going On with the United Methodist
Church?
Pastor Scott explains in a nutshell
After two prior postponements due to the pandemic, United
Methodist officials announced last month that General Conference
will be again delayed until 2024. The hope was that the United
Methodist Church top law-making body would resolve the
denomination's long time debate over LGBTQ inclusion and avoid
costly litigation by adopting a formal separation plan. The most
endorsed of these proposals would allow theologically conservative
churches and annual conferences to leave with property and
$25 million in denominational funds to form a new body.
Because of the postponement, the conservatives announced that
they no longer are willing to wait for the General Conference to act
and are launching a new denomination this month to be called the
Global Methodist Church. There is a group of progressive/
liberationists working to form a third expression of Methodism,
however they are not nearly as organized nor have the funding that
the conservatives have.
Leadership of the Iowa Annual Conference have shared ways in
which Iowa conservative congregations and pastors can leave the
denomination to unite with the Global Methodist Church. They
should be able to leave with their property, if certain conditions are
met. It's hard to say at this point how many congregations and
pastors will leave the Iowa conference to unite with the new
denomination.
These are frustrating and anxious days for all of us. We continue to
be in a "holding pattern" around the future of the United Methodist
church. For us here at St. Tims, we charted our direction of
inclusion in the ongoing debate years ago by joining the
Reconciling Ministries Network. We know who we are and where
we stand. We continue to monitor the break-up of the
denomination and know that love will be our guide through this
difficult process.
As of now, there are no congregational decisions that require our
attention. Our plan is to continue to pay our apportionments in full,
supporting the many wonderful ministries of the Iowa Annual
Conference and the United Methodist Church. Please continue to
pray for our leaders as we find a way forward into a new day where
all can live out their values without the continuing rancor and
heartache.
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