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Tims Tales 

January is “Social Justice Month” at St. Tims! 

Actually, all 12 months are, but this month 
social justice issues and opportunities 
seem to be the primary focus of articles 
that you’ll find in these pages. 

January 16 is Human Relations Day 

One of our January offerings will be for 
Human Relations Day, asking United 
Methodist folks to help bridge the gap between church and 
community.  Learn more on page 11. 

January 17 is Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

The Martin Luther King Jr. holiday is an official day of service 
and celebrates the civil rights leader’s life and legacy.  See 
page 10. 

All of January is Human Trafficking Prevention Month 

Learn what Human Trafficking is, be stunned at the statistics, 
and investigate what we can do to help.  More on page 12. 

Worship on January 9 will feature Friends of the Family  

One of your opportunities in January is to give to Friends of 
the Family, which serves those in crisis, and whose vision is 
that “everyone has a home.”  See page 14. 

In January, a new class is offered 

Pastor Scott is starting a new class to study St. Timothys’ 
history of emphasis on social justice.  See page 2. 

A Thank-You letter is shared 

Abraham Funchess, Jubilee UMC, thanks St. Timothys for our 
efforts to support their ministries this past year.  On page 3. 
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NEW YEAR - - - NEW CLASS 

Greetings: 

Several people have expressed 
interest in a class where we can 
better understand the ministries and 
history of St. Timothys. If you are 
new to the church, this class is for 
you! If you have been in the 
congregation for a while, but would 
like to know more, this class is for 

you! The class will begin later in January and will be offered 
over ZOOM. We will be together for three sessions, one hour 
each. If you would like to participate, please let the church 
office know which of the following will work for your schedule: 

Monday at 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday at 12 p.m. (noon) 

We will choose a time that will work best for the most people. 
A ZOOM link will be emailed to you when we are ready to 
begin our class. 

St. Tims is a special and unique congregation in the United 
Methodist tradition. We are proudly a member of the 
Reconciling Ministries Network. St. Tims was founded in May 
of 1952. From the beginning, we have been mission oriented 
and concerned about justice issues. 

I am looking forward to joining together on this journey. 

Happy New Year! 

Pastor Scott   

A heartfelt thank you for our Staff Christmas 
gifts. We deeply appreciate your 
thoughtfulness and generosity. 
All staff members feel very blessed to work in 
such a caring environment. 

Dennie, Alex, Kate, Vakhtang, 

Karen, Patricia, Janet, Pastor Scott 
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Words of Thanks from Abraham Funchess 

Jubilee United Methodist Church 
December 2021 

Dear Pastor Lothe, 

During this Advent Season, we take 
the time to pause and think about all 
of the people who seemed especially 
positioned, and all the circumstances 
that seemed uniquely engineered, to 
be a blessing in our lives collectively 
here at Jubilee UMC, and, of course, 
we think of you and the congregation 
at St. Timothys. 

Please know that we are most appreciative and grateful for 
the financial blessings that you and the congregation poured 
into us at Jubilee over the last several months – the blessings 
were always right on time!  And we fellowshipped with each 
other at least a couple of times over the year as Carolyn 
Scoville organized a Missions Team to help with the Tyson-
Hurst Pantry Food Distribution work in conjunction with the 
church and a few other entities and individuals, especially 
HyVee Foods, Inc. 

Words tend to be such weak expressions of what people 
sometimes feel.  But know that we honor you, we celebrate 
you, we thank you all from the bottom of our hearts.  You 
have made a powerful impact on our lives – emotionally and 
financially – and we always be thankful for the ways in which 
you have strengthened us and loved us over the last several 
months.  We do not take you for granted.  We just really need 
the help. 

On behalf of the church at Jubilee, we thank you.  You and 
the congregation at St. Timothys are a blessing. 

Much love, 
Abraham L. Funchess, Jr., Pastor  
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Update from the Finance Committee 

Through November, our church is still in very good shape 
financially. Our expenses for the general fund were still a little 
higher than our income for 2021 but we expect to make up the 
difference in December. Whether you make it to worship in 
person on Sunday or not, we need you to continue to give to 
the general and capital funds and special offerings if you can. 

At the end of November, we had balances of $67,740 in our 
general fund, $21,342 in our capital fund, and $5,282 in our 
memorials fund. 

Through November, we received $254,719 for the general 
fund, which includes pledges, plate money, church use, and 
miscellaneous giving, $13,262 for the capital fund, which is 
used for capital projects, and $725 for the memorials fund, 
which is used for other special projects and causes. 

On the expense side, we spent $259,175 from our general 
fund through November, $6,862 from our capital fund, and $0 
from our memorial fund. Including December’s payment, we 
will have paid all our conference apportionments payments in 
full for the year. 

At our last leadership council meeting in December, we 
approved the general fund budget for 2022. The total amount 
approved was $322,706 compared to $299,302 for 2021. The 
budget increase was due to an increase in staff salaries and 
benefits and property utilities and maintenance. 

So far, we’ve received 51 pledges totaling $249,338 for the 
general fund and $13,882 for the capital fund. Last year we 
received 57 pledges totaling $261,078 for the general fund 
and $16,754 for the capital fund. If you have not turned in your 
pledge card to the church office yet, please do so soon. 

Even with the increase in the general fund budget, we expect 
to get through 2022 without trouble, but we need to try to keep 
our expenses equal to or less than our income. 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

January 2022   Tims Tales   5  

THANK YOU EVERYONE for your caring hearts 
and giving souls: 
CASS: $728 for gift cards for those with HIV/AIDS. 

FOOD BANK:  $4248 for hungry folks in NE Iowa. 

UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY:$293 for scholarships 
for United Methodist students. 

ADOPT-a-FAMILY:  $1824 donated to purchase school 
uniforms and gift cards for the 14 people in 3 families. 

MITTEN TREE:  193 items worth about $450. 

HOSPITALITY HOUSE:  coats,  jackets, shoes, stocking 
caps, gloves, scarves, sweatshirts (all in excellent 
condition), toiletries, hand-held food items. 

HOUSE OF HOPE:  about $250 worth of clothing (garage 
sale prices). 

CUNNINGHAM SCHOOL:  many Hy-Vee receipts. 

Lifting in Prayer: 
 

* Elise Patton – as she travels to Kenya over Christmas 
break for a field study 

* Sharon Rule – sister-in-law of Bob & Ginny Rule 
* Esther Hogenkamp 
* Scot & George Morris 
* Margaret Reid 
* Larry Delfs 
* Our food closet recipients 
* Our friends at Jubilee UMC 
* Our Country 
* Our St. Timothys family as we plan for another year 

Thank you for contributing to the life of St. Tims, whether it is 
your financial giving, attending and participating in worship, 
Sunday school, and special studies and events, being on a 
church committee, and volunteering to do something else. 

Al Yakish, Finance Committee Chair 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Pat & Tami Doyle 
January 7 — 33 years 

 
Bob & Beth Busch 

January 10 — 41 years 

In Case of Snow or Ice 

If a snow or ice weather event 
happens on a Sunday 
morning, Pastor Scott and 
David Walker, Trustee 
chairperson, will decide 
whether to cancel Sunday 
School and Worship. When a 
cancellation is necessary two 
news stations (KWWL and 
KCRG) will be notified. You 
can also check our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
sttims-umc for a cancellation 
notice. Emails will be sent to 
members if possible. 

During the week, activities will 
be cancelled when metro 
schools have been closed. 

Most importantly – remember 
– when deciding whether to 
venture out, choose to be 
safe! 

Mark Rowe-Barth 1 

Ken Basom 2 

Dr. Colette Lothe 2 

Sharon Walker 3 

Jeanne Robinson 4 

Benjamin Allen 5 

Lucia McNeal 6 

Robin Cooper 7 

Ginny Rule 10 

Harlan Hughes 12 

Sally Yakish 12 

Dennie Grovo 12 

Vakhtang Kodanashvili 12 

Katelina James 12 

Maxine Woods 15 

Russ Clarke 16 

Alex Madonna 17 

Arianna Frazier 20 

Ross Schupbach 23 

Deanna Riess 25 

Wesley Kitzman 26 

Donald Fisher 27 

Happy 

Birthday! 

 

January 2022   Tims Tales   7  

ONGOING Giving: 

The HOMELESS folks in Waterloo need to know they are 
cared for and supported by us. Winter is here and it is freezing 
and dangerous to be out in the cold. Those living under the 
bridges, in abandoned buildings, and cars have so many 
needs. They would appreciate blankets, warm items of 
clothing: stocking caps, gloves, socks, sweaters, coats, etc. 
They need back packs or duffel bags for their few belongings. 
They need hand-held food items (like granola bars, crackers 
with peanut butter/cheese, Chex mix, nuts, squeezable foods) 
and hand wipes, Chapstick, small toiletries, gift certificates for 
fast food, etc.   
Put your caring donations in the tub under the mailboxes.  

CLOTHING: House of Hope accepts good quality clothes for 
women and children of all ages, infants through teens, for 
boys and girls.    
Place your items in the west-entry of church under mailboxes. 

HOSPITALITY HOUSE accepts casual clothes for men 
(jeans, tennis shoes, casual shirts). Food for Lunch for the 
15 or more homeless folks at Hospitality House is always 
needed. You can furnish a whole meal or just desserts, but 
please check with the Hospitality House manager for details 
and to plan a date. She says the people are very hungry, so 
suggests you bring double the amount of food per people 
being fed.  Socks are also needed. 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: to set up an apartment for a mother 
and her children - Salvation Army’s Women Shelter, Friends of 
the Family or House of Hope.  
Call the agencies to find out what is currently needed. 

NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN: given to People’s Community 
Health Clinic. 

HYVEE RECEIPTS:  currently the Hy-Vee receipts are the 
only items being collected for the children at Walter 
Cunningham School. 
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Leadership Council 
Greg Cooper, Chair 
Andrea Dryer 
Al Yakish 
LuAnn Buchholz 
David Walker 
Emily Borcherding 
Craig Hoffman 
Lois Taylor 
Bob Huber 
Jay Agness 
Tony Reid 
Brenda Hoffman 
Carolyn Scoville 
Spencer Luvert 
Scott Lothe 
Sally Yakish 
Robin Cooper 
Patricia Harkin 
Sue Ilax 
Pete Wetrich 
Merlin Taylor  
Maelou Baxter 
 

Staff-Parish Relations 
Andrea Dryer, Chair 
Barb Dahlen 
Phil Patton 
Emily Borcherding 
Spencer Luvert 
Scott Lothe 
 

Finance 
Al Yakish, Chair 
Robin Cooper 
Bob Rule 
Patricia Harkin 
Sue Ilax 
Pete Wetrich 
David Walker 
Greg Cooper 
Lois Taylor 
Andrea Dryer 
Craig Hoffman 
Spencer Luvert 
Emily Borcherding 
Scott Lothe 

Audit 
LuAnn Buchholz 
Al Yakish 

Stewardship 
Emily Borcherding, Chair 
Al Yakish  
Alice Sawin 
 

Board of Trustees 
David Walker, Chair 
Scott Lothe 
Al Yakish 
Russell Peterson 
Glenda Riddle 
Spencer Luvert 
Jean Meehan 
Mike Dreyer 
Mike Kellner 
Terry Helmrichs 
Greg Cooper 

2022 Leadership Roster 
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Endowment Trustees 
Craig Hoffman, Chair 
Sue Ilax 
Diane Helmrichs 
Russell Peterson 
Bob Clark 

Gifts & Memorials 
Lois Taylor, Chair 
Jeanne Robinson 
Carl Kittle 
Kathy Agness 

Landscape 
Sharon Walker, Chair 
David Walker 
Sally Yakish 
Mike Dreyer 
Pat Dreyer 
 

Christian Education & 
Special Events 

Sharon Walker, Chair 
Alice Sawin 
Brenda Fite 
Robyn Rodenburgh 
Sheri Steuben 
Miranda Kracke 
Darline Balm-Demmel 
Kate Kitzman 
Alex Johnson 
Brenda Hoffman 
Jen Waldron  
Lyn Countryman 
Jan Kellner 
Carol Luvert 
 

Missions 
Carolyn Scoville, Chair 
Diane Helmrichs 
Phil Patton 
Jay Agness  
Emily Borcherding 
Al Yakish 
 

Connections 
Emily Borchering, Chair 
Sally Yakish 
Al Yakish 
Merlin Taylor 
Louise Odle 
David Glenn-Burns 
Carolyn Scoville 
Lois Taylor 
Scot Morris 
Kathy Agness 
Robin Cooper 
Margaret Reid 
Teri Sheehan 
Jani Rothlisberger 
Barb Dahlen 
Kate Kitzman 

Food Closet 
Bob Huber, Chair 
Ginny Rule 
Al Yakish 
Denise Peterson 
Mary Hansen 
Sue Ilax 
Lois Taylor  
Scott Lothe 
Jan Kellner 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
is Monday, January 17 

Celebrate this national 
holiday, the only one 
designated as a national day 
of service to encourage all 
Americans to volunteer to 
improve their communities.   

It is a time to remember the 
injustices that Dr. King fought, 
a time to remember his 
resistance as he fought for 
the freedom, equality, and 
dignity of all races and 
peoples through nonviolence. 

Making time to volunteer for 
MLK Day of Service is a great 
way to engage with our 
community while honoring the 
legacy of Dr. King.  Whether 
you plan on cleaning up a 
public space, mentoring a 
young person, or assisting 
those who are food insecure, 
what you do makes a world of 
difference.  

“Life's most persistent and 
urgent question is 'What are 

you doing for others?”'   
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Worship 
Jay Agness, Chair 
June Niedert 
Russ Clarke 
Lyn Countryman 
Brenda Fite 
Janet Kreb  
Karen Keele Kober 
Spencer Luvert 
Scot Morris 
Scott Lothe 

Altar Committee 
Carol Luvert 
 

Church & Society 
Tony Reid, Chair 
Phil Patton 
LuAnn Buchholz 
Bob Huber 
Scot Morris 
Tom Pounds 
Jan Kellner 
 

Nominations 
Scott Lothe 
Spencer Luvert 
Robyn Rodenburgh 
Merlin Taylor  
Jay Agness 
Glenda Riddle 

(Continued from page 9) 
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January 16 is Human Relations Day 

One of our January offerings will be for HUMAN RELATIONS 
DAY, asking United Methodist folks to help bridge the gap 
between church and community.  This particular day is in 
recognition of the message Jesus demonstrated during his 
life:  all of God's children are important. 

The offering will support neighborhood ministries through 
Community Developers, community advocacy through United  
Methodist Voluntary Services and work with at-risk youth 
through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation Programs. Your 
gifts will extend a helping hand to those in crisis where people 
struggle because they don't have the tools or resources to 
reach their God-given potential. 

To learn more about this Special Sunday, visit 
https://www.umc.org/en/content/human-relations-day-sunday-
ministry-article 

“Let each of you look not to your own interests,  
but to the interests of others.”   Philippians 2: 4 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/human-relations-day-sunday-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/human-relations-day-sunday-ministry-article
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January is Human Trafficking Prevention Month 

In 2010, President Obama dedicated the entire month of 
January to awareness and prevention of  HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING.  Human trafficking involves the use of force, 
fraud, or coercion  (violence, manipulation, or false promises) 
to obtain some type of labor or commercial sex act.  
Nationally the most common form of human trafficking (79%) 
is sexual exploitation. 

Sexual acts include prostitution, pornography, sexual 
performance in exchange for money, drugs, shelter, food, or 
clothing.   

In Iowa, at any given point, there are 300 people for sale for 
various forms of sexual exploitation.   

In Iowa 83% of trafficked children have a history of being a 
run-away, and 71% of girls who have been identified as 
victims of sex trafficking, or are at risk of becoming victims, 
are age 18 or younger. 
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Labor trafficking may be child labor, involuntary domestic 
servitude, child soldiers, and bonded labor.  Often victims of 
labor trafficking in Iowa are immigrants who are forced into 
jobs with terrible working conditions and very low pay, working 
16-20  hours a day with few breaks. 

Human trafficking often is a hidden crime because of 
language barriers, fear of their traffickers, and/or fear of law 
enforcement frequently keep victims from seeking help.  In 
2020 the National Human Trafficking Hotline received 285 
reports from Iowa.  Throughout the 13 counties in NE Iowa 
served by Friends of the Family, about 70-85 people are 
affected yearly by human trafficking. 

On the internet, search “human trafficking” to learn more about 
myths and misconceptions, identifying victims, and this horrific 
exploitation.   

The Department of Homeland Security has a very good 
website with information and suggestions for what we can all 
do.  See https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign 

O God, our words cannot express what our minds can barely 
comprehend and our hearts feel when we hear of children and 
adults deceived and transported to unknown places for sexual 
exploitation and forced labor because of human greed.  
Strengthen their broken spirits and broken hearts.  Give us the 
wisdom and courage to stand in solidarity with them, that 
together we will find ways to freedom that is your gift to all of 
us.  Amen. 

https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign
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Friends of the Family 

One of your opportunities in 
January is to give to  
FRIENDS of the FAMILY, 
which serves those in crisis, 
and whose vision is that 
“everyone has a home.” 

This organization provides safe shelter, confidential 
services, and housing assistance to all individuals in crisis 
due to homelessness, domestic violence, sexual assault, 
and human trafficking in 13 NE Iowa counties.  The staff at 
FOF are dedicated, caring, compassionate, and committed to 
not only supporting people in need, but to raising them up, 
supporting their journey to independence and becoming 
thriving members of our community.  FOF has brought 
D.A.T.E. (Dating Abuse Tendencies Education) and “Take 
Charge of Your Body” (sexual abuse prevention) to area 
schools since 2001.   

In 20-21: 
• 3550 nights of safety were provided to 379 adults & 

62 youth; 
• 94 human trafficking survivors were served; 
• 7250 crisis line calls were received; 
• 231 adults + 211 children=442 people were served in 

housing programs, with 85% exited to permanent 
housing, averaging 19 days from enrollment to housed. 

Friends of the Family was organized by Church Women 
United in 1992 with families sheltered in local motels.  Now the 
Emergency Shelter is a 21-bed facility, staffed by certified 
victim advocates at all times, is in a confidential location, and 
is a secure facility with coded doors & an advanced security 
system.  It provides safety and an independent life, free from 
abuse to victims of violent crimes. 

(Continued on page 15) 

 

January 2022   Tims Tales   15  

Safely Home is a program that provides transitional housing 
or housing assistance for survivors of domestic violence, 
sexual assault, or human trafficking.  This led to an 
awareness that there was a need for housing in several 
counties in NE Iowa.   

With the support of the Otto Schoitz Foundation, a new 
program has been created with the goal of ending 
homelessness in Black Hawk County and to move that vision 
towards ending homelessness outside Black Hawk County.  
FOF has created more housing options for people and 
increased their ability to house people by over 90 households 
per month.  FOF has started doing street outreach to people 
living on the street to help move them into shelters or potential 
housing options.   

81% of FOF's financial support comes from federal/state/
county grants and about 10% from local grants and 
foundations.  Fund-raising events and contributions (from 
people like St Tims folks) provide about 6%.  Household items 
that can be donated at any time are on their website. 

So, let's pour out our love towards FRIENDS of the FAMILY,  
the only shelter and housing program designated to serve 
domestic violence survivors in the Cedar Valley.  When you 
donate, please write your checks to St. Timothys UMC, with 
FOF in the memo. 

A representative from FOF will visit St Tims on January 9
th
 to 

share more information.   

You can learn more by visiting their website at  
https://www.fofia.org. 

 

“Give your hands to serve and your hearts to love.” Mother Teresa 

(Continued from page 14) 

https://www.fofia.org
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Our Witness of Inclusion 
The congregation of St. Timothys United Methodist Church in 
Cedar Falls celebrates God’s gifts as a faith 
community built upon the life and teachings of 
Jesus Christ. We are called and strive to be an 
open, loving, and caring congregation; to proclaim 
Jesus’ love and justice to all; and to live out God’s 
unending love through the inclusiveness and 
welcoming of all persons, including those of all 
sexual orientations and gender identities. 

Newsletter Deadline 
Please submit news for the February issue of Tims Tales to 
Patricia at sttimsadmin@cfu.net by Friday, January 21. 

Keeping up with St. Timothys  
Worship CD:  If you missed Sunday’s Worship Service, you 
can keep up with the current worship service or listen to a  
previous service with a CD available from the church office.   
If you cannot make it regularly to church, please contact the 
church office to be added to the CD distribution list.  

Email Connection: Get a weekly update as well as special 
announcements.  Subscribe by sending your email address to 
our office manager at sttimsadmin@cfu.net. 

Newsletter: Receive our monthly newsletter, Tims Tales, in 
the mail – contact the office with your mailing address. 

Calendar: See www.sttims-umc.org/calendar 
If you don’t see an event that should be there, please let the 
office know! 

Facebook: Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/sttims-umc to get all the latest 
posts from St. Tims. 
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Tims Tales is published monthly by St. Timothys United Methodist Church 
3220 Terrace Drive, Cedar Falls, IA  50613 
 

Scott Lothe - Pastor, pastor@sttims-umc.org 
Patricia Harkin  - Office Manager, sttimsadmin@cfu.net 
Karen Keele Kober - Director of Music Ministries 
Janet Kreb - Organist 
Vakhtang Kodanashvili - Pianist 
Kate Kitzman - Director of Congregational Care and Connection 
Alex Johnson - Youth Ministry Intern 
Dennie Grovo - Custodian 

Sunday, Jan. 2   9:00 AM Adult Sunday School 

 10:15 AM Worship - Communion 

  11:30 AM Youth Sunday School - ZOOM 

Tuesday, Jan. 4   5:30 PM Connections meeting 

Sunday, Jan 9 9:00 AM Adult Sunday School 

 10:15 AM Worship 

  11:30 AM Youth Sunday School - ZOOM 

Tuesday, Jan. 11 6:30 PM Trustees meeting 

Wednesday, Jan. 12 5:00 PM Finance meeting 

 6:00 PM Missions meeting 

Sunday, Jan 16 9:00 AM Adult Sunday School 

 10:15 AM Worship  

 11:30 AM Youth Sunday School - ZOOM 

Friday, Jan 21 1-4 PM St. Tims Food Closet 

  Tims Tales Stories Due 

Sunday, Jan 23   9:00 AM Adult Sunday School 

 10:15 AM Worship  

 11:30 AM Youth Sunday School - ZOOM 

Sunday, Jan 30   9:00 AM Adult Sunday School 

 10:15 AM Worship  

 11:30 AM Youth Sunday School - ZOOM 

www.sttims-umc.org/calendar 

http://www.sttims-umc.org/calendar
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