Tims Tales
December 2021
Advent 2021
May God’s light and hope be with you!
“Something’s Coming and It’s Going to Be Good!”
Join us for these worship services
Sunday, December 5 at 10:15 am
Advent Communion (If you join us online, have your
elements (bread & juice) ready
Sunday, December 12 at 10:15 am
Advent Journeys: A Special Service of Music and Poetry
Arranged by Karen Keele Kober and brought to you by the
musicians and poetry enthusiasts at St. Timothys UMC, this
service will also include a homily from Pastor Scott Lothe.
Although it will certainly be live-streamed, you may want to
come in-person, because not only will it be a meaningful
experience, but opportunities to wear ugly Christmas sweaters
in public are still few and far between this year! Blessings on
your Advent preparations!
Sunday, December 19 at 10:15 am
Our children and youth will be featured
this day
Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve
The service will be online only, and is
being pre-recorded to allow for greater
participation. Please join on the St. Tims
Facebook page or our YouTube channel.
Sunday, December 26 at 10:15 am
Our Bishop and Appointive Cabinet will
lead us in worship. The service will be
online only.
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Lifting in Prayer:

Dear Friends:
Mark Tidd of Webster, New York,
describes an experience that took
place during his college days. A
middle-aged man came to the back
door of a house we were renting.
Opening the door, we saw his eyes
were glassy and his furrowed face
glistening with silver stubble. He was
clutching a wicker basket holding a
few unappealing vegetables. He bid us a good morning and
offered his produce for sale. We were uneasy enough that we
made a quick purchase to alleviate both our pity and our fear.
To our chagrin, he returned the next week, introducing himself
as Mr. Roth, the man who lived down the road in a dilapidated
house. On subsequent visits, he would shuffle in, wearing two
mismatched right shoes and pull out a harmonica. With eyes
set on future glory, he’d puff out old gospel tunes between
conversations about vegetables and religion.
On one visit, he exclaimed, “The Lord is so good! I came out
of my house this morning and found a bag full of shoes and
clothing on my porch.” “That’s wonderful, Mr. Roth! We are so
happy for you,” we said. “Do you know what is even more
wonderful?” he asked. “Just yesterday I met some people who
could use them.”
In the Apostle Paul’s farewell speech to the people of
Ephesus, he said, “I have shown you in all things that by
working hard in this way we must help the weak, remembering
the words that Jesus himself said, ‘There is more happiness in
giving than in receiving.’” Blessed are they who have
discovered this important spiritual truth. As we move into the
season of Advent and Christmas, let us not forget our
neighbors who are in need. May God’s light shine through us,
as together, we move through this sacred time of year.

* Margaret Reid – health concerns
* Steve Sherburne – hospitalized (Kate Kitzman’s dad)
* Sharon Rule – sister-in-law of Bob & Ginny Rule
* Chris Kilbourn & Marty Jensen-Kilbourn Family
- health concerns
*Larry Delfs
*Scot Morris
*Martha Bennett - continued prayers
for healing
*Our college campuses
*Our food closet recipients
*Our friends at Jubilee UMC
*Our St. Timothys family as we plan for another year
*Our Country

ThreeHouse Collaborative Campus Ministries
Invites you to

The Wesley Foundation’s 100th Birthday
Join in the celebration of 100 years of ministry at UNI
Dinner, drinks, music & entertainment, silent auction, and more!
Saturday, December 4 at 4:00 to 7:00 pm
Diamond Event Center, 5307 Caraway Lane, Cedar Falls
Tickets: $30/Adults, $10/Students & Children
Pay via check or online at threehouse.org
Click Donate and choose the second option
To RSVP by November 22, email robin@threehouse.org
or call 319-266-0471
COVID-19 guidelines will be in place, requiring masks

With you on the journey,

Pastor Scott
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Update from the Finance Committee

(Continued from page 4)

Through October, our church is still in very good shape
financially. Our expenses for the general fund are a little
higher than our income so far this year but we expect to make
up the difference by the end of the year. Whether you make it
to worship in person on Sunday or not, we need you to
continue to give to the general and capital funds and special
offerings if you can.

church committee, and volunteering to do something else. If
you are financially able, try to keep up with your pledges to
the general and capital funds and increase your giving from
year to year. If you have any questions about our church’s
finances or want a copy of the latest balance sheet or
treasurer’s report, contact the church office or me.

At the end of October, we had balances of $69,415 in our
general fund, $19,897 in our capital fund, and $5,217 in our
memorials fund. These balances are higher than last year.
Through October, we received $231,952 for the general fund,
which includes pledges, plate money, church use, and
miscellaneous giving, $11,816 for the capital fund, which is
used for capital projects, and $660 for the memorials fund,
which is used for other special projects and causes.
On the expense side, we spent $234,734 from our general
fund through October, $6,862 from our capital fund, and $0
from our memorial fund. Including November’s payment, we
will have paid all our conference apportionments payments for
the year.

Al Yakish, Finance Committee Chair

Christmas Love Offering for our Staff
Christmas is a wonderful time of the year to
express our gratitude for our hard-working
and talented church staff. St. Tims has a
tradition of thanking them with a cash
Christmas gift. You are encouraged to
participate and express a heartfelt "thank
you" for sharing their musical gifts, leading us in worship,
ministering to our youth, and helping keep everything at St.
Tims maintained, clean, and running smoothly.

We are in the process of collecting figures for our general fund
budget for next year. Even though all the figures have not
been received we expect our total general fund budget to go
up a little from this year.

We will thank Pastor Scott Lothe, office manager Patricia
Harkin, director of music ministries Karen Keele Kober,
organist Janet Kreb, pianist Vakhtang Kodanashvili, director of
congregational care and connection Kate Kitzman, youth
ministry intern Alex Johnson, and custodian Dennis Grovo.

You can give electronically to our church through our church
website, sttims-umc.org, which can be accessed from your
home computers and smart phones. Gifts through this egiving option will be included on your quarterly giving
statements. You can also give to our church using checks,
cash, and other types of financial donations. Please review
your giving statements and contact the church office if you find
any discrepancies with what you gave.

Please send Christmas Love Offering contributions so that
they are received no later than December 15, 2021. You can
write a check to St. Timothys or place a cash donation in an
envelope, and deliver the gift to the church office. Please be
sure to clearly identify the contribution as a staff gift or
Christmas Love Offering. After the donations have been
collected, the Staff Parish Relations Committee will present
the gifts to each individual for Christmas.

Thank you for contributing to the life of St. Tims, whether it is
your financial giving, attending and participating in worship,
Sunday school, and special studies and events, being on a

Thank you for your generosity and showing your appreciation
for our staff!
The Staff Parish Relations Committee

(Continued on page 5)
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St. Tims Stewardship Campaign Update

Scripture Readings
November 28 – 1st Sunday
in Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25: 1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36
December 5 - 2nd Sunday
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
December 12 - 3rd Sunday
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
December 19 - 4th Sunday
Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:47-55
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
December 26
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
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Now Accepting
Scholarship Applications
The Iowa United Methodist
Foundation is offering over
100 scholarships for the
2022-2023 school year!
Some scholarships are
specifically for Methodist
colleges, and many are open
to anyone. Read the criteria
and apply at website
https://iumf.org/scholarships/.
Applications are accepted
December 1- March 1
annually. With over $250,000
to award this year, we want to
help the student in your life
graduate with less debt!

Hurry! Order your
Poinsettia NOW
If you wish to honor or
memorialize a person(s), turn
in your form to the church
office before December 3.
Cost is $13 per plant and your
plant may be picked after
worship on December 19.
Forms are also available from
the office and at the Welcome
Desk.

Thank you to everyone for their part in our St. Tims fall
stewardship campaign! The first Sunday we introduced the
theme for the campaign, “Living in Abundance”. We talked
about what “living in abundance” means. We also talked about
the ways that Jesus gives us abundant life and how we live in
God’s abundance. The first week of the campaign you should
have received a time and talent sheet. If you didn’t receive the
time and talent sheet please contact the church office.
The second week we showed a skit titled “Risky Giving”. It
talked about the questions people have about when to start
giving to their church and how much to give. We encourage
people to work up to giving a tithe or 10% of their income but
what you give to your church is only between you and God.
The second week you should have received our stewardship
packet of information including a pledge card for next year.
Please read through this information and fill out and return the
pledge card if you are planning to and have not yet turned it in.
Again, if you have not received this information please contact
the church office.
The third Sunday we had a discussion with Merlin and Lois
Taylor and Emily Borcherding about why they joined St. Tims
and why they give to it--not just financially but with their time
and talents. They take the abundance God gives them and do
the most with it that they can.
The final week was our Consecration Sunday where we
wrapped up and celebrated the stewardship pledges being
turned in. Our Stewardship Campaign “Living in Abundance”
has received to date, 45 total pledges for $230,238 toward the
General Fund and $12,262 toward the Capital Fund.

Thank you to those who have turned in their pledge cards and
their time and talent sheets. If you haven't turned them in yet
please do so soon. If you need another pledge card or time
and talent sheet please contact the office. If you have any
questions about the campaign or information you received
please contact Emily Borcherding or Al Yakish. Thank you for
sharing your abundance and gifts with St. Timothys!
Emily Borcherding, Stewardship Committee
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House of Hope Festival of Lights
December 10, 11,12
KOA Resort, 4550 Hess Rd, Waterloo

Quinn Childers
Pat Doyle
Bill Teaford
Martha Jensen-Kilbourn
Joyce Taylor
Bob Huber
Lisa Niedert
Carol Luvert
Mike Kellner
David Glenn-Burns
Darline Balm-Demmel
LuAnn Buchholz
Marlys Hughes
Tristan Arensdorf
Ame Eng
Les Christensen
Justin James
Lyn Countryman

2
3
5
7
8
9
9
12
13
14
16
17
17
17
19
20
24
27

Margaret & Tony Reid
December 22
48 years
Marlys & Harlan Hughes
December 28
75 years

Contribute a Display
We are asking groups to create a holiday light display. Access
to electricity is provided. Displays can include live characters,
trees, inflatables, whatever your group comes up with! Your
group will be able to set up anytime the week of December 6th.
There is no cost to participate in creating a light display. The
sizes of the sites are: smallest 48' long 10' wide, grass area
add 8' to 12', biggest 109' long 10' wide, grass area add 8' to
20'patio sites, grass area 4' to 15'. You can get as creative as
you like with this fun team-building opportunity. If you do not
have time to do a display but still want to be supportive,
monetary sponsors are also welcome.
Participate in the Festival

Attention Snow Birds!

If you are leaving us to avoid
the cold, winter months, please
don’t forget about us! We would
like to keep in touch and keep
you informed about St. Tims.
Send a quick email to the church
office, or give Patricia a call, to
make sure that we have your
winter address and contact
information.
Safe travels, and we will see
you in the Spring!
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As supporters of the
House of Hope mission,
we would love to invite
you to participate in our
Festival of Lights event.
All proceeds benefit
House of Hope.

The public will be invited to drive through and enjoy all the
displays for $20 per vehicle.
Park your car and walk through a winter wonderland of light
displays! Listen to live Christmas and holiday music from local
performers! Grab some hot chocolate and a cookie from the
hot chocolate truck! Rumor has it, the big guy will be there,
too! We have so many festive surprises for you! All proceeds
benefit House of Hope programs!
Dusky Steele, Development Coordinator
Order tickets
https://houseofhopeccd.charityproud.org/EventRegistration/
Index/7367
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ONGOING Giving:

The HOMELESS folks in Waterloo need to know they are
cared for and supported by us. Winter is here and it will be
freezing and dangerous to be out in the cold. Those living
under the bridges, in abandoned buildings, and cars have
so many needs. They would appreciate blankets, warm
items of clothing: stocking caps, gloves, socks, sweaters,
coats, etc. They need back packs or duffel bags for their
few belongings. They need hand-held food items (like
granola bars, crackers with peanut butter/cheese, Chex
mix, nuts, squeezable foods) and hand wipes, Chapstick,
small toiletries, gift certificates for fast food, etc.
Put your caring donations in the tub under the mailboxes.
CLOTHING: House of Hope accepts good quality clothes
for women and children of all ages, infants through teens,
for boys and girls.
Place your items in west-entry of church under mailboxes
HOSPITALITY HOUSE accepts casual clothes for men
(jeans, tennis shoes, casual shirts). Food for Lunch for the
15 or more homeless folks at Hospitality House is always
needed. You can furnish a whole meal or just desserts, but
please check with the Hospitality House manager for details
and to plan a date. She says the people are very hungry, so
suggests you bring double the amount of food per people
being fed.
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: to set up an apartment for a mother
and her children - Salvation Army’s Women Shelter, Friends
of the Family or House of Hope. |
Call the agency to find out what is currently needed.

Missions & Outreach - Opportunities to Serve
Hands-on Mission Opportunity
You can help Habitat for Humanity
meet an ambitious goal!
Iowa Heartland Habitat for Humanity is
trying to sign up teams of 4-10
volunteers from now through February
to work for one (or several) days on one
of the many homes they have under
construction in Waterloo. The work
could involve everything from installing exterior siding and
roofing to painting and installing flooring. The work teams can
choose from available workdays on Tuesday through
Saturday. A workday is from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm.
Iowa Heartland has committed to building 12 homes this year
for local, deserving, families. This is more homes than ever
before! We need your help to continue making progress on
these homes throughout the winter so that houses can close
and new builds can get started in the spring.
Al Yakish is hoping to assemble one or more teams from St.
Tims. If you are interested in joining in on this hands-on
mission opportunity, contact Al Yakish or the church office. Al
will work with the team to find date(s) when all can participate
together. The need is now, so please contact him as soon as
you can.

NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN: given to People’s
Community Health Clinic

If you would like to volunteer on you own as an individual you
can contact Mandy Herold-Mahncke in Habitat’s office at
319-235-9946.

HYVEE RECEIPTS: currently the Hy-Vee receipts are the
only items being collected for the children at Walter
Cunningham School.

December Offerings

COMMUNITY MEALS: A decision has been made to delay
the serving of meals while the Cedar Valley area is in the
Red Zone according to Public Health. Perhaps Community
Meals will restart when the numbers are in the Yellow Zone.
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Our special offering for December will go to
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cedar Valley.
Please watch the weekly reminders for
details about the organization and the how
we can help.
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Missions & Outreach - Opportunities in December
The MITTEN TREE
The Missions committee will again
be collecting your donations of
children's hats, mittens/gloves,
scarves, socks, and underwear
for children at Cunningham
School for Excellence.
The kids who need these items
either don't have any, or they can't
find anything clean to wear to
school. Items are needed by
December 12 and can be placed
in the tote under the mailboxes in the entryway.
Thank you for thinking of these kids.

Urgent need - Beds for immigrants and refugees
in Iowa
Kathi Mitchell, co-clinic coordinator for the IaMMJ (formerly
JFON) clinic in NE Iowa is looking for used mattresses, box
springs or platforms and bed frames, preferably full or queen
sizes, but all are acceptable. All parts are needed, not just full
sets! She collects and distributes these to the needy,
immigrant, refugee, and asylum seekers in the area.
She will come to your home to pick them up, because she is
always struggling to help people sleep off their floors. It costs
nothing to donate, and she will provide a charitable gift
receipt.
Contact Kathi, preferably by texting, at 563-419-6795 with
your questions and contact information.
The need seems to be never ending! The increase in
refugees who have arrived with basically nothing more than
the clothes they can carry has added to the urgency.
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Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign

They need our money and support
more than ever, so let’s make sure
they have enough bell ringers.
They don’t need more programs
scaled back or eliminated due to
lack of funds!
You can register to help one-time
this season for just one short hour
of your time at:
www.RegisterToRing.com or call 319-235-9358

THANK YOU - for your caring for so many people
Scholarships - $220 was given to World Communion Sunday
for scholarships to deserving people of color or minority
ethnicity.
Legal Aid - IaMMJ (formerly JFON) was given $1315 to help
advocate for and provide free legal services to immigrants and
refugees in Iowa.
Blankets - Eight warm blankets were taken to Hospitality
House for the homeless.
Inclusiveness - Thank you to the congregation for
their generous donation of $400 to the Reconciling
Ministries Network

In Case of Snow or Ice
If a snow or ice weather event happens on a Sunday morning,
Pastor Scott and David Walker, Trustee chairperson, will
decide whether to cancel Sunday School and Worship. When
a cancellation is necessary two news stations (KWWL and
KCRG) will be notified. You can also check our Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/sttims-umc for a cancellation
notice. Emails will be sent to members if possible.
During the week, activities will be cancelled when metro
schools have been closed.
Most importantly – remember – when deciding whether to
venture out, choose to be safe!
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www.sttims-umc.org/calendar

Newsletter Deadline
Please submit news for the January issue of Tims Tales to
Patricia at sttimsadmin@cfu.net by Friday, December 17th.

Keeping up with St. Timothys
Wednesday, Dec. 1

5:30 PM Leadership Council meeting

Sunday, Dec 5

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:30 AM
Tuesday, Dec. 7
5:30 PM
Wednesday, Dec. 8 5:00 PM
6:00 PM

Adult Sunday School
Worship - Communion
Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
Connections meeting
Finance meeting
Missions meeting

Sunday, Dec 12

9:00 AM Adult Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship - “Advent Journeys:
A Special Service of Music
and Poetry”
11:30 AM Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
Tuesday, Dec. 14
6:30 PM Trustees meeting
Wednesday, Dec 15 5:30 PM SPRC meeting
Friday, Dec. 17
1-4 PM St. Tims Food Closet
Sunday, Dec 19

Friday, Dec. 24
Saturday, Dec. 25

Sunday, Dec 26

Worship CD: If you missed Sunday’s Worship Service, you
can keep up with the current worship service or listen to a
previous service with a CD available from the church office.
If you cannot make it regularly to church, please contact the
church office to be added to the CD distribution list.
Email Connection: Get a weekly update as well as special
announcements. Subscribe by sending your email address to
our office manager at sttimsadmin@cfu.net.
Newsletter: Receive our monthly newsletter, Tims Tales, in
the mail – contact the office with your mailing address.
Calendar: See www.sttims-umc.org/calendar
If you don’t see an event that should be there, please let the
office know!
Facebook: Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/sttims-umc to get all the latest
posts from St. Tims.

9:00 AM Adult Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship - Featuring our
children & youth
11:30 AM Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
TBD Christmas Eve Worship Online only
Merry Christmas!

Tims Tales is published monthly by St. Timothys United Methodist Church
3220 Terrace Drive, Cedar Falls, IA 50613

9:00 AM Adult Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship - Online only
11:30 AM Youth Sunday School - ZOOM

Our Witness of Inclusion
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Scott Lothe
Patricia Harkin
Karen Keele Kober
Janet Kreb
Vakhtang Kodanashvili
Kate Kitzman
Alex Johnson
Dennie Grovo

- Pastor, pastor@sttims-umc.org
- Office Manager, sttimsadmin@cfu.net
- Director of Music Ministries
- Organist
- Pianist
- Director of Congregational Care and Connection
- Youth Ministry Intern
- Custodian

The congregation of St. Timothys United Methodist Church in
Cedar Falls celebrates God’s gifts as a faith
community built upon the life and teachings of
Jesus Christ. We are called and strive to be an
open, loving, and caring congregation; to proclaim
Jesus’ love and justice to all; and to live out God’s
unending love through the inclusiveness and
welcoming of all persons, including those of all
sexual orientations and gender identities.
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