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Scarcity vs. Abundance
November is a special month for us.
We are able to express gratefulness
to God through acts of Thanksgiving
and the Stewardship committee is
planning a wonderful celebration of
the abundance present in our lives.
One news announcer suggested, “it’s going to be a lean
Christmas for many Americans if cheap goods from China are
unable to reach our ports,” as if the celebration of Christmas
was based solely on consumer spending. For many of us, our
possessions so possess us that even the words “scarcity” and
“abundance” bring material things to mind. However, the
scarcity - abundance dichotomy reaches much deeper.
The late Henri Nouwen in his book Bread for the Journey
writes about scarcity and abundance, basing his notions on
the biblical story of the loaves and fishes. Nouwen speaks of a
“scarcity mentality” that involves hoarding whatever we have,
fearful that we won’t have enough to survive. He writes, “God
is a god of abundance, not a god of scarcity. God doesn’t just
give us enough. God gives us more than enough; more bread
and fish than we can eat, more love than we dared to ask for.”
He adds, “when we live with this mindset, we will see the
miracle that what we give away multiplies; food, knowledge,
love . . . everything. There will be many leftovers.”
A mindset of scarcity or abundance can permeate our
perceptions. Either one may become a self-fulfilling prophecy
that tends to produce whatever we expected. For example,
with a mindset of abundance, we share our bits of bread and
fish, resulting in plenty. With a mindset of scarcity, we hoard
them, resulting in poverty.
- - continued on next page
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We are blessed. We live in the richest land in the history of the
world. We must look through the lens of abundance and
embrace the life abundant of God’s good creation. We do not
have to hunker down in scarcity. We can look out on our world
in hope, rejoicing in God’s good gifts, helping us through our
fears and showing us the mystery of abundant life.
With you on the journey,

Pastor Scott
Lifting in Prayer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Larry Delfs
Scot Morris
Martha Bennett
Our Neighbors
Our Stewardship Campaign
Our Charge Conference
Our military and veterans

Got a cell phone or camera?
Maybe a special story?
We need you!

Help us capture the special God moments
that happen in our lives.
- maybe something within your family
- maybe something you witness or something you have read.
Please share - as we all need reminders of God’s love.
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Update from the Finance Committee
Through September, our church is still in very good shape
financially. Our expenses for the general fund are a little higher
than our income so far this year but we expect to make up the
difference over the last 3 months of the year. Whether you make it
to worship on Sunday or not, we need you to continue to give to the
general and capital funds and special offerings if you can.
At the end of September, we had balances of $62,226 in our general
fund, $20,892 in our capital fund, and $5,087 in our memorials
fund. These balances are higher than last year.
Through September, we received $198,550 for the general fund,
which includes pledges, plate money, church use, and miscellaneous
giving, $10,862 for the capital fund, which is used for capital
projects, and $530 for the memorials fund, which is used for
other special projects and causes.
On the expense side, we spent $208,520 from our general fund
through September, $4,912 from our capital fund, and $0 from our
memorial fund. Including October’s payment, we will have paid all
our conference apportionments payments for the year.
You can give electronically to our church through our church
website, sttims-umc.org, which can be accessed from your home
computers and smart phones. Gifts through this e-giving option
will be included on your quarterly giving statements. You can also
give to our church using checks, cash, and other types of financial
donations.
Thank you for contributing to the life of St. Tims, whether it is your
financial giving, attending and participating in worship, Sunday
school, and special studies and events, being on a church committee,
and volunteering to do something else. If you are financially able,
try to keep up with your pledges to the general and capital funds and
increase your giving from year to year. If you have any questions
about our church’s finances or want a copy of the latest balance
sheet or treasurer’s report, contact the church office or me.
Al Yakish, Finance Committee Chair

4 Tims Tales November 2021

Arlene Waterman
Bob Kunkle
Bill Aegerter
Charlotte Burington
LeRoy Bierwirth
Pat Moes
Ron Johnson
Dorothy McFadden
Morden McFadden
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Scripture Readings for Advent
November 28th – 1st Sunday
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25: 1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36
December 5th - 2nd Sunday
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
December 12th - 3rd Sunday December 19th - 4th Sunday
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Micah 5:2-5a
Isaiah 12:2-6
Luke 1:47-55
Philippians 4:4-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 3:7-18
Luke 1:39-45

DAILY PRAYERS & DEVOTIONS
The November/December issue
of The Upper Room is here.
Please stop in and pick up your
copy from the wall shelf in the
Great Hall.

Stewardship
November will be Stewardship Emphasis Month at
St. Tims. You should have received your first mailing of
campaign information which included the Time and Talent
sheet. Giving to St. Tims is more than financial. It includes
giving of your time and talents. We ask you to return this
sheet by November 7th.
Next week’s mailing will include the pledge card and we
hope to have your commitment form returned to the office
by Consecration Sunday - November 14th.
Our stewardship theme this year is:
“Living in Abundance” and we will be giving thought to
several questions:
What does “living in abundance” mean?
What are the ways that Jesus gives us an abundant life?
How do we live in God’s abundance?
Thank you for your commitment to the support of our
ministry at St. Timothys through your gifts of time, talent,
witness, and money.
The Stewardship committee of St. Timothys
***If you do not receive your mailings please
contact Patricia in the office.***
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NOVEMBER 14th
CHARGE CONFERENCE
First UMC - Cedar Falls
5:30 p.m.

Everyone is welcome

03
03
04
06
07
10
10
11
12
14
16
17
17
19
19
20
21
24
25
26
26
28

Carolyn Scoville
Kael Martin
Rusty Sheehan
Magee Glenn-Burns
McKenzie Childers
Amanda Repp
Patricia Harkin
Dorinda Pounds
Olivia Worthley
Dave Pounds
Jaymee Glenn-Burns
LeRoy Bierwirth
Ian Abbott
Bob Clark
Samantha Doyle
Adi Martin
Melissa Clarke
Sheri Steuben
Scot Morris
Carol Draper
Bob Kunkle
Teri Sheehan

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:

Spencer & Carol Luvert

25-Nov

Robert R & Rhoda Olson

26-Nov

SHIRLEY ACKERMAN
Hawkeye Care Center, 5575 Pennsylvania Avenue #420, Asbury,
IA 52002. Her phone number will remain the same 319-277-9751.
BOB CLARK
5015 Thyme Road, Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Attention Snow Birds!

If you are leaving us to avoid
the cold, winter months, please
don’t forget about us! We would
like to keep in touch and keep
you informed about St. Tims.
Send a quick email to the church
office, or give Patricia a call, to
make sure that we have your
winter address and contact
information.

The Connections Team would like to
send out cards (with a little treat) to
all our college students before finals.
We want to make sure we don’t forget
any of our students, so if you know of
a college student with a connection to
St. Tims, please email their name and college address to Kate Kitzman at
kate.sttims@gmail.com by November 20th. Thank you!

NOV. 7, 2021

Safe travels, and we will see
you in the Spring!

The church office will be closed in observance of the
Thanksgiving holiday on November 24th.
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ONGOING Giving:

The HOMELESS folks in Waterloo need to know they are cared
for and supported by us. Winter is approaching when it will be
freezing and dangerous to be out in the cold, and those living
under the bridges, in abandoned buildings, and cars have so many
needs. They would appreciate warm items of clothing: stocking
caps, gloves, socks, sweaters, coats, etc. They need back packs or
duffel bags for their few belongings. They need hand-held food
items (like granola bars, crackers with peanut butter/cheese,
Chex mix, nuts, squeezable foods) and hand wipes, Chapstick,
small toiletries, gift certificates for fast food, etc.
CLOTHING:
House of Hope accepts good quality clothes for women and
children of all ages, infants through teens, for boys and girls.
***Place you items in west-entry of church under mailboxes***
Hospitality House accepts casual clothes for men (jeans, tennis
shoes, casual shirts). Food for Lunch for the 15 or more homeless folks at Hospitality House is always needed. Because the
Salvation Army is no longer serving meals, this number will
likely increase. You can furnish a whole meal or just desserts, but
please check with the Hospitality House manager for details and
to plan a date. She says the people are very hungry, so suggests
you bring double the amount of food per people being fed.

Missions & Outreach - Opportunities to Serve
According to a September Des Moines Register article,
“Iowa should expect to receive nearly 700 Afghan evacuees in the
first wave of resettlements, between now and March.”
Des Moines is already “helping to resettle at least 340
refugees from Burma, Sudan, Syria, and Eritrea and has a housing
shortage for them.” The Courier reported that “dozens of Iowa
National Guard members are being deployed to help resettle Afghan
refugees. They will be assigned to an undisclosed location in the
U.S. At least 40,000 Afghans are expected to be admitted in the
United States.”
The Missions committee is interested in learning how we can
help welcome and provide items and resources to these Afghan
allies and friends. We understand that the Catherine McAuley
Center in Cedar Rapids has been told to expect 255 Afghan
refugees, with an unknown arrival time. Missions will try to learn
more as it becomes available. Stay tuned.
THANKS, THANKS, & THANKS
For your caring, your thoughtfulness and your generosity for
September’s offerings. You joyfully gave to:
Threehouse $1005 And to CROP Walk $2040

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: to set up an apartment for a mother and
her children - Salvation Army’s Women Shelter, Friends of the
Family or House of Hope.
Call the agency to find out what is currently needed.

Special thanks to our energetic walkers: Sue Ilax, Louise Odle,

NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN: given to People’s
Community Health Clinic

given by a church friend: jackets, coats, stocking caps, & shoes, plus
some toiletries and food items from the tubs in the entryway.

HYVEE RECEIPTS:
currently the Hy-Vee receipts are the only items being collected
for the children at Walter Cunningham School.
COMMUNITY MEALS: A decision has been
made to delay the serving of meals while the
Cedar Valley area is in the Red Zone according to
Public Health. Perhaps Community Meals will
restart when the numbers are in the Yellow Zone.
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and Terry & Diane Helmrichs.

AND because of your thinking of others:

Taken to Hospitality House were winter clothes in excellent condition

Taken to House of Hope were many bags of lady's clothing and shoes by
another church friend.
The Special Events committee purchased candy & attended
Cunningham’s Trunk or Treat on October 28th. A couple of Missions
members also participated. As a Partner in Education, it was fun to see
their smiling faces as they received their candy.
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Missions & Outreach - Opportunities to Serve
An offering for CASS (Cedar AIDS Support System), will
be collected throughout all of November. These folks
cope with the daily complications of a complex health
system and the stigma of living with HIV. CASS
receives no client revenue and relies solely on
grants and contributions. Almost ½ of the
clients live under the poverty level with little
support from friends or family. St Tims
annually helps CASS clients with money to
purchase gift cards so they can enjoy nice
holiday meals and celebrations.

“Without the support and help I receive from CASS, my daily expenses
would be more than I can handle. The gift cards help me so much for
things some take for granted like tissue, soaps, and toothpaste. You
work to make my life better, and I thank you.” Terry, CASS client
Write your checks to St Tims, with CASS in the memo.

November, of course, means THANKSGIVING, and many of
us automatically think of that delicious turkey feast we will
devour. We forget that many folks, however, won't have the
privilege of a large meal or perhaps any meal.
Since the COVID pandemic hit, the NE IA Food Bank has
made many adaptations to continue to feed the hungry in 16
counties in northeast Iowa. Many of these folks have had to
ask for help who never expected to ask for help.
The Food Bank's annual Thanksgiving Distribution helps over
4000 households fill their cupboards prior to the Thanksgiving
holiday.

“We had a house fire that destroyed everything, and we were
homeless for 5 months. I'm now a single mom with 5 children. Getting the food basket for Thanksgiving you pretty much provided a
Thanksgiving dinner for my family. It reminded us that what it is that
we have to be so grateful for after losing everything. Thank you to
everyone that helps families like mine.”
Mia Guzman, Pantry Recipient

Remember, every $1 you give will help provide 4 meals.
UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY - November 28th
Your gifts will support scholarships for United Methodist
students adding knowledge to their faith at UM related
seminaries, colleges and universities.

Write your check to St Tims with FOOD BANK in the memo

The average debt for a graduating seminary student is about
$66,000 so your donation will make a big difference.
Send your check to St. Tims with Student in the memo.

Giving Tuesday is November 30th

Give of your time, a donation, or the
power of your voice in our local
community.
Simple things, like making someone
smile, helping a neighbor or stranger,
showing up for an issue or standing
up for people we care about, or
giving some of what we have to those who need our help.

Everyone has something to give!
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In Case of Snow or Ice

Mission Ingathering will be held the same way as last year.
$723.00 was collected for items for the Personal Dignity Kits, and
the committee packaged & packed 73 kits which were blessed in the
worship service on October 31st. In each kit was a prayer card signed
by Mission members, stating that “We are praying for you” and

If a snow or ice weather event happens on a Sunday morning,
Pastor Scott and David Walker, Trustee chairperson, will decide
whether to cancel Sunday School and Worship. When a cancellation
is necessary two news stations (KWWL and KCRG) will be notified.
You can also check our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
sttims-umc for a cancellation notice. Emails will be sent to members
if possible.
During the week, activities will be cancelled when metro schools
have been closed.
Most importantly – remember – when deciding whether to venture
out, choose to be safe!

“packaged with love by your brothers and sisters in Christ.”

Also given to the Ingathering from the Missions Endowment Fund:
$500 to Heifer, International;
$500 to Self-Help International Feeding Project;
and $500 to Mobility Worldwide Iowa (carts for disabled)
We helped to fulfill the purpose of the Mission Ingathering:
“to show the love of Christ to the world's people
by ministering to their needs.”

JUBILEE FOOD DISTRIBUTIION
Jubilee is planning some kind of special food give-away for
Thanksgiving, but is still working out the details. Watch the Weekly
Reminders for more information as it becomes available.

KIT packing:
Jay Agness
Phil Patton
Carolyn Scoville
Al Yakish
Diane Helmrichs
Emily Borcherding
(behind the camera)
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Missions & Outreach - Opportunities in December
Yes, there are several opportunities for you to give in November to those
less fortunate than we are. However, there is only one offering to be taken
in December and that is the Christmas offering to go to Boys and Girls
Club. More information about this in December’s Tim’s Tales.

No shopping, but still lots of
Christmas Spirit!!
Due to the virus, it was decided not
to handle the Adopt-a-Family and
Mitten Tree for Cunningham School
as we have in the past. We know that families' needs are even greater
this year, however, so we still want to be a giving congregation.
We are asking you to donate money that you would have spent on
gifts plus money for school uniforms & HyVee gift cards, as you
have done in the past. We have asked for no more than 14 people,
the same as we had last year.
Your money will be used to purchase school uniforms for the school
-aged kids. The rest of the money will be divided between the 14
people, with perhaps some of it going to purchase items for the
mitten tree.
Gift cards to either Target or Walmart will be given to the families
on December 1st so they can do their Christmas shopping too. Same
caring & giving, just less work for you. Please write your checks to
St. Tims with ADOPT in the memo.

Deadline for receiving the money will be November 28th
“Tis more blessed to give than to receive.”
The MITTEN TREE - The Missions committee will
again be collecting your donations of children's
hats, mittens/gloves, scarves, socks, and
underwear for children at Cunningham School for
Excellence.
The kids who need these items either don't have any,
or they can't find anything clean to wear to school. Items are needed
by December 12th and can be placed in the tote under the mailboxes in the entryway. Thank you for thinking of these kids.
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Please help the Salvation Army’s Red Kettle Campaign
They need our money and support more
than ever, so let’s make sure they have
enough bell ringers. They don’t need
more programs scaled back or
eliminated due to lack of funds!
You can register to help one-time this
season for just one short hour of your
time at: www.RegisterToRing.com
or call 319-235-9358

CALL FOR Family Christmas
Pictures

Hello St. Tim's Family!
We would like everyone to send a copy of
your favorite picture of “Hanging of the
Greens” to be shared during our
November 28th worship service.

Christmas Love Offering for our Staff
As many of you know, St. Tims has a tradition of collecting funds in
order to provide staff with a cash gift at Christmas. The SPRC
(Staff Parish Relations Committee) is offering everyone the opportunity to
express thanks for our hard-working and talented church staff and will be
accepting contributions toward Christmas gifts in December..
Please make your donation no later than December 19th. Donations may
be made by writing a check to St. Timothys or placing a cash donation in
an envelope and delivering the check or envelope to the church mail slot
for Staff Parish or to the church office.
Please be sure to clearly identify the contribution as a staff gift or
Christmas Love Offering. SPRC accumulates the collected funds and
then presents the gifts to each individual for Christmas.
Thank you for showing your appreciation for our staff!

The Staff Parish Relations Committee
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Newsletter Deadline
www.sttims-umc.org/calendar
Monday, Nov 1
Tuesday, Nov 2
Saturday, Nov 6
Sunday, Nov 7
Tuesday, Nov 9
Wednesday, Nov 10
Sunday, Nov 14

Wednesday, Nov 17
Thursday , Nov 18
Friday, Nov 19
Sunday, Nov 21
Wednesday, Nov 24
Sunday, Nov 28
Tuesday, Nov 30

4:00 PM
5:30 PM

Stewardship meeting
Connections meeting
Ingathering - FUMC

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM
6:30 PM
5:00 PM

Adult Sunday School
Worship - All Saints Sunday
Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
Trustees meeting
Finance meeting

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM

Adult Sunday School
Worship - with Communion
Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
Ingathering @ FUMC
SPRC meeting
Church & Society meeting
St. Tims Food Closet

5:30 PM
5:30 PM
9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM
5:30 PM

Adult Sunday School
Worship - Thanksgiving Sunday
Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
Leadership Council meeting

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM

Adult Sunday School
Worship - UM Student Day
Youth Sunday School - ZOOM
all day St. Tims run-off elections

Please submit news for the December issue of Tims Tales to
Patricia at sttimsadmin@cfu.net by Friday, November 19th.

Keeping up with St. Timothys
Worship CD: If you missed Sunday’s Worship Service, you
can keep up with the current worship service or listen to a
previous service with a CD available from the church office.
If you cannot make it regularly to church, please contact the
church office to be added to the CD distribution list.
Email Connection: Get a weekly update as well as special
announcements. Subscribe by sending your email address to
our office manager at sttimsadmin@cfu.net.
Newsletter: Receive our monthly newsletter, Tims Tales, in
the mail – contact the office with your mailing address.
Calendar: See www.sttims-umc.org/calendar
If you don’t see an event that should be there, please let the
office know!
Facebook: Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/sttims-umc to get all the latest
posts from St. Tims.
Tims Tales is published monthly by St. Timothys United Methodist Church
3220 Terrace Drive, Cedar Falls, IA 50613
Scott Lothe
Patricia Harkin
Karen Keele Kober
Janet Kreb
Vakhtang Kodanashvili
Kate Kitzman
Alex Johnson
Dennie Grovo

- Pastor, pastor@sttims-umc.org
- Office Manager, sttimsadmin@cfu.net
- Director of Music Ministries
- Organist
- Pianist
- Director of Congregational Care and Connection
- Youth Ministry Intern
- Custodian

Our Witness of Inclusion

SAVE THE DATE! December 7th - 100th Anniversary Celebration
5307 Caraway Lane, Cedar Falls - $30 adults, $10 students/kids includes dinner,
drinks, music. GIVE at Threehouse.org
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The congregation of St. Timothys United Methodist Church in
Cedar Falls celebrates God’s gifts as a faith
community built upon the life and teachings of
Jesus Christ. We are called and strive to be an
open, loving, and caring congregation; to proclaim
Jesus’ love and justice to all; and to live out God’s
unending love through the inclusiveness and
welcoming of all persons, including those of all
sexual orientations and gender identities.
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