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GOOD NEWS
“And we bring you the good news . . .”
Acts 13:32
From morning to night, we are saturated with news. We open
the newspaper in the morning to find out what happened while
we slept. I keep my car radio tuned to NPR/IPR so I can catch
news during the day and usually watch TV news before going
to bed. We are news consumers. We follow news sources,
and we need news.
I was recently reading a passage of scripture from the book of
Acts, which speaks of the good news of the Easter message.
The apostles reported to their world the good news of what
God had done through Jesus. It truly was good news to many
people, especially those who had been left out of the empire
and religious structures of the age. This kind of good news
can be hard to communicate and may not be popular to those
in power.
Bad, fear-filled, and embellished news often sells better.
Many people like sensational forms of news media. Big
headlines that read: “Queen Elizabeth furious over Oprah’s
interview with members of the royal family.” The problem for
both journalists and people of faith: How do we make “good
news” interesting?
We have been entrusted with a beautiful gift seen in the
simple and spiritually rich life of Jesus. Not everyone has
heard this good news. It must be told and retold by us, as the
apostles did in Acts. The gospel of John proclaims, “The Word
became flesh and dwelt among us . . .” Now that’s good news!
Let us get the word out!
Happy Easter

Pastor Scott
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Update from the Finance Committee
Through February, our church is still in very good shape financially.
The income we’ve received so far this year exceeded our expenses
which is good. Even if we can’t worship in person for a while
longer, we need you to continue to give to the general and capital
funds and special offerings if you can.
At the end of February, we had balances of $74,549 in our general
fund, $17,677 in our capital fund, and $4,757 in our memorials
fund.
Through February, we received $46,110 for the general fund, which
includes pledges, plate money, church use, and miscellaneous
giving, $2,735 for the capital fund, which is used for capital projects,
and $200 for the memorials fund, which is used for other special
projects and causes.
On the expense side, we spent $43,757 from our general fund
through February, $0 from our capital fund, and $0 from our memorial fund. Including March’s payment, we will have paid all our
conference apportionments payments for the year.
We continue to offer an e-giving or electronic giving option to our
church members and others. This giving option is found on our
website, sttims-umc.org, and can be accessed from your home
computers and smart phones. Several people have tried it and it is
fairly easy to use. Gifts through this e-giving option are included on
your quarterly giving statements. You can use e-giving or not.
Checks, cash, and other types of financial donations are always
accepted.

Thank you for contributing to the life of St. Tims, whether it is your
financial giving, attending and participating in worship, Sunday
school, or special studies and events, being on a church
committee, or volunteering to do something else. If you are
financially able, try to keep up or catch up with your pledges to the
general and capital funds and increase your giving from year to
year. If you have any questions about our church’s finances or
want a copy of the latest balance sheet or treasurer’s report,
contact the church office or me.
Al Yakish, Finance Committee Chair
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Saving Grace - A guide to Financial Well-Being
The Iowa Methodist Foundation is offering a weekly study on
the book Saving Grace – A Guide to Financial Well-Being.
The book helps people of faith create healthy relationships
with money and bring their financial lives in line with their
faith journey.
Weaving Wesleyan theology together with sound financial
advice, Saving Grace offers concrete guidance on saving,
earning, giving, spending, debt, and how to build a
sustainable financial plan.
●How much should we give and why?
●What are the dangers of debt, both financially and faithfully?
●How can we live into John Wesley’s advice to “Gain all you
can, save all you can, and give all you can”?
Saving Grace is a faith-based, comprehensive system for
getting off to a good financial start or turning your finances
around today. The book costs about $22. If you are interested
in participating in this study, notify me or the church office and
tell us if you want to buy the book yourself or have the church
buy it for you. I have read the book and think it will help
people struggling with issues relating to money and their faith.
Al Yakish, Finance Committee Chair
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Missions & Outreach - Opportunities to Serve
One of St Tims April special offerings will go to
NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES.
It is through sharing with one another that we experience
Christ among us.
The Yankton Sioux Tribe on the White Swan Reservation
in South Dakota were greatly impacted by the Covid19 crisis with
the nearest substantial grocery stores 60-90- miles away, plus they
were still recovering from the 2019 flood. The Oklahoma Indian
Missionary Conference sent them a grant to purchase food
and supplies.
The Dallas Indian United Methodist Church in North Texas,
with 13 different tribes represented in the congregation, has started
dental clinics, health service centers and nutritional programs for
children. An outreach ministry includes a community food pantry,
a Bible study for seniors, a youth mentor program, and a deaf
ministry. An arts-and-crafts fair features handmade Native
American crafted items and fry bread.
Support Chihowa (Oklahoma) United Methodist Church
helps them complete the final stage of construction of a new
church building.
Gifts to Native American Ministries also provide
scholarships to Native American seminary students who will honor
and celebrate their Native
American culture and strengthen
their ministries with love
of Christ.
Write your check to St Tims, with
Native Americans in the memo.
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Missions & Outreach - Opportunities to Serve
Another special offering in April will go to HOUSE of HOPE.

HAPPY 25TH ANNIVERSARY,
House of Hope

HOUSE of HOPE is a temporary home for 15 homeless
women and their children and is filled to capacity with a
waiting list of about 100 ladies. All women must work or
continue their education while living here for up to 2
years. This is not a band-aid kind of program, but one
that “empowers women, builds futures, and enriches
communities” by providing opportunities for the growth
of many life skills.
CASE MANAGEMENT: Women meet with a case
manager weekly to set realistic goals, identify and
trouble shoot barriers, and develop a plan
for self-sufficiency.
LIFE SKILLS EDUCATION: Women attend weekly life
skills education classes to learn the basics in
financial literacy positive parenting, cooking,
nutrition, etc.
An intentional individual HEALTH & WELLNESS
program is focused on healthy interactions
between mothers and their children, personal
health habits, and positive coping skills. Women
also participate in trauma responsive yoga either
in a small group or individually.
The BOOSTER program is helping women with an
8-week experience to train and fulfill an
on-the-job internship with one of their partnering
businesses, which could lead to employment that
will pay a living wage.
New to House of Hope is a legal clinic in partnership
with LEGAL AID which provides women with
essential legal services such as assistance in child
custody cases, no contact orders, employment
permits, immigration, or health care.
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FRAMING HOPE is also new which is a partnership
with Habitat for Humanity. Women in this
program work with case managers to become
eligible for Habitat, literally going from homeless to
home owner. (Did you see the article and picture in The
Courier and Tims Tales of St Tims' Al Yakish & Jay Agness
with Paris, the new home owner?)

The FINANCIAL MENTORING SCHOLARSHIP
program equips the ladies with valuable financial
knowledge such as spending plans, getting out of
debt, how to check credit scores, car-buying,
financial goals and action plans to achieve those
goals. Graduates of the program receive a $500
scholarship toward housing, transportation, car
repairs, or health care.
This scholarship program will receive St. Tims April Offering
How many scholarships can we provide? Write your check to
St Tims with House of Hope in the memo.
An OUTREACH program provides services to ladies on
the waiting list, to help them possibly not need House of
Hope. They created a COVID-19 rental assistance program
where they were able to assist 72 families in staying in their
homes after losing their employment income.
*PILLARS is a transitional housing program for young
ladies who age out of the foster care system. Five women live
there at a time and stay for up to 2 years. This program
operates similarly to the program for single mothers, but is
tailored to their needs.
2019-2020 HOUSE of HOPE program results
92% stable environment
85% reliable transportation
100% dependable child care
92% safe, secure housing
“Keep remembering that our Master said, '
You're far happier GIVING than getting.'”
Acts 20:35
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St. Tims Softball Team
St. Tims is sponsoring a slow-pitch softball team again this year.
We play in a church league at Birdsall Park in Cedar Falls on
Monday nights. The teams we play consist of men and women.
The league starts on May 3 and runs to the first week of August.
We play games from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. each
night and they last about an hour. We would
like to find people who want to play almost
every game, but you also can be a sub. You
don’t have to be a member of St. Tims to play.
Right now, most of the players on our team are
non-members. We like to win games, but we
play to have fun with each other. We will have a couple of
practices before our first game.
If you’re at least 16 years old and interested in playing, call Al
Yakish at 319-231-2000 or e-mail him at yakishalang@gmail.com.

Jacque & Gary Hauser
April 7th
Mary & Don Hansen
April 19th
Sharon & Pete Wetrich
April 24th

Please pray for:

A heartfelt THANK YOU for your kind & compassionate
more-than-generous donations in January and February.
Friends of the Family received $1567
$1632 was sent to People's Community Health Clinic
Souper Bowl of Caring received $1225 which was
given to St Timothys Food Closet
$555 was given to Salvation Army
$480 was given to Hospitality House
$1100 was given to the Warming Center
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Esther Hogenkamp
Bob Clark
Abby Luvert
Our Food Closet recipients
Our friends at Jubilee UMC
All who are shut-in
Our Military members and
families
Our country

Ruth Calder

01-Apr

Meryl Pruisner

02-Apr

Randy Cook

03-Apr

Jay Agness

06-Apr

Erica Grim

06-Apr

Riley Murra

07-Apr

Douglas Main

09-Apr

Mitch Hoffman

10-Apr

Kenley Brady

10-Apr

Breanne Russell

12-Apr

Brynlee Martin

13-Apr

David Walker

14-Apr

Ian Murra

14-Apr

Christopher Kilbourn

17-Apr

Corissa Frazier

21-Apr

Kayla Rommann

22-Apr

Connor Martin

22-Apr

Krysten Reid

24-Apr

Jacque (Bird) Hauser

26-Apr

Anne Forcey

28-Apr

Naomi Shankle

30-Apr
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www.sttims-umc.org/calendar

Newsletter Deadline
Please submit news for the May issue of Tims Tales to
Patricia at sttimsadmin@cfu.net by Friday, April 23rd.

Mon April 01
Noon
Holy Thursday service
**virtual communion - **please have your elements ready at your home**
Sun April 04

Tue April 06
Sun April 11

Tue April 13
Wed April 14
Fri April 16
Sun April 18

Wed April 21
Sun April 25

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
5:30 PM
9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
6:30 PM
5:00 PM
6:00 PM
1– 4 PM
9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
5:30 PM
9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM

Adult Sunday School
Worship-EASTER Sunday
Fellowship
Youth Sunday School
Connections meeting
Adult Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship
Youth Sunday School
Trustees meeting
Finance Meeting
Missions Meeting
St. Tims Food Closet
(drive-up and delivery)
Adult Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship
Youth Sunday School
SPRC meeting
Adult Sunday School
Worship-Confirmation Sunday
Fellowship
Youth Sunday School

To Candy & Bill Naaktgeboren and Family on the
passing of Bob Kunkle, Candy’s father
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Keeping up with St. Timothys
Worship CD: If you missed Sunday’s Worship Service, you
can keep up with the current worship service or listen to a
previous service with a CD available from the church office.
If you cannot make it regularly to church, please contact the
church office to be added to the CD distribution list.
Email Connection: Get a weekly update as well as special
announcements. Subscribe by sending your email address to
our office manager at sttimsadmin@cfu.net.
Newsletter: Receive our monthly newsletter, Tims Tales, in
the mail – contact the office with your mailing address.
Calendar: See www.sttims-umc.org/calendar
If you don’t see an event that should be there, please let the
office know!
Facebook: Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/sttims-umc to get all the latest
posts from St. Tims.
Tims Tales is published monthly by St. Timothys United Methodist Church
3220 Terrace Drive, Cedar Falls, IA 50613
Scott Lothe
Patricia Harkin
Karen Keele Kober
Janet Kreb
Vakhtang Kodanashvili
Albie Nicol
Dennie Grovo

- Pastor, pastor@sttims-umc.org
- Office Manager, sttimsadmin@cfu.net
- Director of Music Ministries
- Organist
- Pianist
- Youth Ministry Intern
- Custodian

Our Witness of Inclusion
The congregation of St. Timothys United Methodist Church in
Cedar Falls celebrates God’s gifts as a faith community built upon
the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. We are
called and strive to be an open, loving, and caring
congregation; to proclaim Jesus’ love and justice to
all; and to live out God’s unending love through the
inclusiveness and welcoming of all persons,
including those of all sexual orientations and
gender identities.
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St. Timothys received this wonderful thank you from
Peoples Community Health Clinic
Dear St. Timothys United Methodist Church,
On behalf of those whose lives will be touched by your
generosity, I write to say thank you for your donation of
$1,650.00. We were blown away by your gift and are grateful
for support from community partners like you in helping to
bring quality health care to those in need. The funds will be
used for crash cart equipment or a new autoclave - whichever
need presents itself first. It is such a good feeling to know we
have this donation to fall back on to assist with these types
of expenses.
Good health is one of life’s precious gifts. Your contribution
will further the clinic’s very serious Mission of providing access
to affordable, compassionate, high quality health care for all.
Sincerely,
Christine Kemp
Chief Executive Officer

DONATE:
hats, scarves, gloves, mittens, socks, & underwear in the
Cunningham tub under the mailboxes

Good, used books in Cunningham tub
NEW books for People's Clinic for well-child checkups in Clinic tub
under the mailboxes
Necessary items to help the homeless
survive in Homeless tub under the
mailboxes
Twin sheet sets and women's/children's
tennis shoes in Homeless tub under the
mailboxes

Applause Opportunity
Miranda Kracke—2020 Public Safety Heroes Among Us
Miranda works at NE Iowa’s Child Protection
Center providing physical, mental and
emotional support to the victims and families
of suspected cases of physical, mental or
sexual abuse. When asked about her role,
“the best thing to hear is that resiliency is
there - they are able to continue on with life
and healing.”
Thank you Miranda, for everything you do
to serve God’s children.
Remember, if you know of upcoming events
in which our members are involved, please
let the office know so we can share it in our
announcements and newsletter.
Pictures of the events are appreciated!

Upper Room
devotional booklets
for March and April
are still available.
Please check the shelf
in the Great Hall or
stop by the office for
a copy.

Your monthly issue of
Tims Tales will be delivered
electronically for now.
We want to keep our
assembly volunteers safe
during these difficult days
of Covid-19.
Printed paper copies will be
available from the office.

Sunday School money for Red Bird Mission in the Appalachia area
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In response to a changing world, the Iowa
Annual Conference is in the process of going
through some major structural shifts right
now. One of the biggest changes in the
works is the adoption of a circuit model that
is designed to bring clergy and lay leaders
together for missional accountability and to
provide a sense of connection between each other and with the conference.
If the idea of circuits sounds a bit old-fashioned to your ear, that’s because
it’s a concept that was originally established in the frontier days. Once
upon a time, elders were appointed to be circuit riders and would go into
different communities to preach and establish bands (essentially the “small
groups” of the day) that would read scripture and pray together. The circuit
riders would revisit these communities once a quarter to provide sacraments and offer leadership instruction, hoping they would eventually
blossom into churches.
RIDING THE CIRCUIT IN THE 21st CENTURY: Fast forward to today,
and new circuits are being piloted. Rev. Bill Poland, Director of New
Communities of Faith, envisions them as the future of ministry in the Iowa
Conference. “It’s our intention that for at least eight hours a month, the
leader of the circuit will gather together all those who are pastoral leaders
and a circuit lay leader who will come together to focus on leadership development around the L3 process, which is loving, learning, and leading.”
Rev. Poland knows from personal experience how valuable the L3 process
can be. “As you meet together, trust grows. A sense of spiritual intimacy
happens when we’re sharing our covenant together, when there’s spiritual
accountability to how we’re living a Christian life with one another,” he
explains. “That draws us nearer to each other, and that relationship can
spark a transformation in the church.”
It can also help in addressing the feelings of loneliness and isolation that
many clergy members experience. “It’s hard to do ministry if you’re not
feeling like others are with you, if you’re disconnected—and sometimes
that disconnectedness can lead to despair,” he says, noting that they hope
one of the first benefits of the circuits will be to provide a way for clergy to
support one another.
Another potential benefit is that as these lay and clergy leaders study together, and reflect on their own ministries, that they will be emboldened to
reach out into their communities and to take more risks. “Because we’re so
focused on survival, we become fearful of taking risk, the very risk that
God has asked of us. Ministry is not intended to be a safe thing, and if
we’re only doing what provides for our survival, we’re not being the
church that Jesus calls us to be.”
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BUILDING FROM THE GROUND UP: There will be legislation at the
Iowa Annual Conference this year aiming to reduce the number of districts
from eight to five, but the boundaries for these new districts have not been
determined yet. “Our intention is that those lines will be malleable,” says
Rev. Poland, “and the reason is because the base unit of connection as we’re
going forward is our circuits, so we want to draw the district lines based on
the circuits they are intended to serve. This is a way for us to help determine
our structure from the ground up based on missional needs and the needs of
local congregations.”
Circuit ministry is new to Iowa, but one circuit in the Northeast District has
been meeting for over three years. These churches have without fail reported
an increase in worship energy and numbers. In part one of our Circuit
Ministry Testimonial Series, hear what life is like in our first and oldest
circuit located in Delaware County—Pastor Phil Rogers, Manchester UMC.
Visit https://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/circuit-ministry-testimonials-partone-the-huddle-and-building-trust-14980943
“We are trying our best to get this right and are learning as we are moving
forward. We are still working towards having all circuits in place and
functioning by July 1, 2021,” said Poland.
Here are a few of the newly formed circuits:
Central District – DS: Rev. Dr. Heecheon Jeon | Coach: Rev. Dr. Lanette
Plambeck

•
•

• North Metro Circuit
Clergy Circuit Leader (CCL): Craig Ferguson
Lay Circuit Leader (LCL): Angela Hansen Abbas

NE District : - DS: Rev. Dr. Moody Colorado | Coach: Rev. Paul Wilcox

•
•
•

• Delco Circuit
CCL: Phil Rodgers
LCL: Gail Jents

Southeast District – DS: Rev. Doug Cue | Coach: Rev. Dr. Jaye Johnson

•
•

• Johnson County
CCL: Barrie Tritle
LCL: Lynn Calvert

If you have questions or comments, please email vision2032@iaumc.org.
and visit www.iaumc.org to learn more.
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