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Special Worship Service
10:15 AM
Sunday, January 3, 2021
Our worship for this day will come to us from the
Africa University in Zimbabwe.
St. Tims has a connection to the school having provided
hymnals for their chapel along with other support.
This service will give us insight into their ministry and provide
an up-lifting experience.
We hope you will join us online.
January 2021 Tims Tales

New Year
At the beginning of a new year,
it’s good to pause, look back,
and reflect a bit on our journey.
We make note of where our
efforts and ministries have made
a difference in our community
and world. It’s important to give
thanks for the ways we see
God’s mercy, justice, and peace
bearing fruit in us and others.
Sometimes, however, we must be prepared to wait for our
efforts to produce their harvest. Minton Johnson tells about
some African violets his spouse brought home one night. She
sat them in the window and remarked how beautiful the white
blossoms would be. Looking more closely at the plants,
Johnson discovered they looked just like those plants which
produced crimson blooms. “How do you know these flowers
will be white?” he asked. “That’s easy, “declared his spouse.
“White is the kind the florist planted.” The logic here is simple.
Nature is dependable. The right plants will produce the proper
flowers.
Most of us are too impatient. There is a highway called
Trailridge Road that runs through Rocky Mountain National
Park in Colorado. I have traveled this road many times, most
recently on my fishing trip there last Fall. It is a crooked road
that winds up the valley and then makes its way across high
cliffs of mountain rock. Whenever you travel Trailridge Road,
you discover at times your direction seems exactly opposite
from the way you want to go—but standing at the top and
looking back, you can understand the reason. The mountains
are so steep the designers often had to turn the road back in
order to gain the higher elevations.
- - - Continued on page 4

Update from the Finance Committee
Through November, our church is still in good shape financially. We recovered
from a drop in our general fund balance in October. The income we received this
year so far is higher than last year and a little higher than our expenses which is
good. Even if we can’t worship in person for a while longer, we need you to continue to give to the general and capital funds and special offerings if you can.
At the end of November, we had balances of $32,443 in our general fund, $12,983
in our capital fund, and $4,872 in our memorials fund.
Through November, we received $265,210 for the general fund, which includes
pledges, plate money, church use, and miscellaneous giving, $15,017 for the capital fund, which is used for capital projects, and $2,753 for the memorials fund,
which is used for other special projects and causes.
On the expense side, we spent $258,190 from our general fund through November, $14,900 from our capital fund, and $616 from our memorial fund. Including
December’s payment, we will have paid all our conference apportionments payments for the year.
At the November leadership council meeting, we approved the expense side of the
general fund budget for next year. It totaled $299,302. This compares with a
budget totaling $311,115 this year. Next year’s budget includes a slight increase
in the salaries and benefits accounts and a large decrease in our apportionment
accounts and the utility and telephone account. It also includes a new account for
online worship expenses and a budget amount for COVID-19 expenses. The
budget amounts for the general fund income accounts will be determined after all
expected pledges are received. We expect to receive about $10,000 less in church
use income so we need more in pledge income.
We continue to offer an e-giving or electronic giving option to our church members and others. This giving option is found on our website, sttims-umc.org, and
can be accessed from your home computers and smart phones. Several people
have tried it and it is fairly easy to use. Gifts through this e-giving option are included on your quarterly giving statements. You can use e-giving or not. Checks,
cash, and other types of financial donations are always accepted.
Thank you for contributing to the life of St. Tims, whether it is your financial giving, attending and participating in worship, Sunday school, or special events, being on a church committee, or volunteering to do something else. If you are financially able, try to keep up or catch up with your pledges to the general and
capital funds and increase your giving from year to year. If you have any questions about our church’s finances or want a copy of the latest balance sheet or
treasurer’s report, contact the church office or me.

Al Yakish, Finance Committee Chair

2 Tims Tales January 2021

January 2021 Tims Tales 3

- - - continued from page 2

Life is often like that. You do what you can with what you
have, but things still don’t go as you planned or hoped for. In
those moments, we must remember that seeds grow a long
time underground before you can see them. It’s hard to wait
for the flowers to bloom. It is true that if you take the right road
and hold it, you will get to the right place—sometime, somewhere! This principle holds true in the world of nature. It is no
less true in life. God is faithful! Hope abounds! New Life will
bloom in the desert—peace shall prevail!
May God bless your journey in the new year ahead!
Happy New Year, Pastor Scott

To the family and friends of LeRoy Bierwirth.
LeRoy passed away on Thursday, December 17th at the
age of 94.
Becky’s address:
2975 F Ave NW Apt #210
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405

Ginny and Bob Rule and Teri, Dan, Rusy, and Lily
Sheehan would like to thank everyone for their prayers,
thoughtfulness, and cards as they recovered from Covid.
Your kindness and support were very much appreciated.
The Rules and the Sheehans
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Pat & Tami [Clark] Doyle
Bob & Beth Busch

Mark Rowe-Barth
Ken Basom
Dr. Colette Lothe
Sharon Walker
Jeanne Robinson
James Jenkins
Robin Cooper
Ginny Rule
Harlan Hughes
Sally Yakish
Dennie Grovo
Vakhtang Kodanashvili
Katelina James
Maxine Woods
Morden McFadden
Russ Clarke
Alex Madonna
Ross Schupbach
Deanna Riess
Wesley Kitzman
Barbara Hugi

01-Jan
02-Jan
02-Jan
03-Jan
04-Jan
05-Jan
07-Jan
10-Jan
12-Jan
12-Jan
12-Jan
12-Jan
12-Jan
15-Jan
16-Jan
16-Jan
17-Jan
23-Jan
25-Jan
26-Jan
30-Jan

07-Jan
10-Jan

Upper Room
devotional booklets
for January and
February are here.
Please check the shelf
in the Great Hall or
stop by the office for
a copy.

A deep and sincere
Thank You for our
Christmas Gifts.
Your kindness and
support are very much
appreciated.
St. Timothys Staff
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Book Study information
Our next book study will begin
Wednesday, January 13th and will
continue to be held every Wednesday
at noon via ZOOM.
The book will be :
Christ in Crisis? by Jim Wallis
Writing in response to our current
“constitutional crisis,” New York
Times bestselling author and
Christian activist Jim Wallis urges
America to return to the tenets of
Jesus once again as the means to
save us from the bitterness and anger
of our polarized nation.
Please purchase your own copy or let
the office know by January 4th and
one will be ordered for you.
Dear friends and family,
Our experiences this Christmas will no doubt be very different.
It makes me think that the very first Christmas must have been, in
addition to the wonder of it all, an unusual and life-changing
experience for many people.
We wish you a joyful and wonderful Christmas in whatever way you
may celebrate the gift of Jesus - as it was then and is now as we
enjoy His presence in our lives.
Much love,
Larry and Jane Kies
-Larry Kies
Africa University
Box 1320
Mutare Zimbabwe
LKies@africau.edu
phone- (263)-773-504-145
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A copy of their newsletter
was attached to the
reminders for the week of
December 27th.
If you would like a paper
copy, please let the office
know.

St. Timothys’ Food Closet

continues to serve our Cedar Valley Community.
In November we served 31 families and provided over
1,854 pounds of food and non-food items. One non-food
item that we get requests for are children’s diapers and
wipes.
If anyone from the congregation
would like to donate these items,
the Food Closet tote is located in
the west entry under the church
mailboxes.
Thanks to all who help with this
important ministry.
Robert Huber
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These conversations will be held at four different times on two
Saturday mornings. Please choose the time and date that works best
for your attendance:
Saturday, January 23 at 9:00 a.m. - Livestream
Saturday, January 23 at 10:30 a.m. - Livestream
Saturday, January 30 at 9:00 a.m. - Livestream
Saturday, January 30 at 10:30 a.m. - Livestream
Bishop Laurie Haller invites all clergy and laypersons in the Iowa
Conference to an Epiphany Address:

Watching Over One Another in Love.

The address will be Livestreamed Monday January 4, 2021, from
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. and will be recorded for future viewing.
The address is based upon the Gospel Lesson for the Epiphany of
Jesus Christ, Matthew 2:1-12. She intends to offer both a word of
hope for the New Year and will share with you several initiatives
designed to address areas of our life together as a church.

Included in these initiatives will be reports on the formation of
Circuit Ministry, church finances, a process for reimagining the
Conference Connectional Ministries Council, UM Camping and
Retreat Ministries, and ways of caring for our clergy.

These conversations are for all local church pastors and lay
members of local churches, especially for lay members who are
key leaders in their churches.
The health of our local churches is directly related to the financial
health of the members and friends of our congregations. In the same
way, the health of the Iowa Conference’s financial ministry is
directly related to the financial health of local churches. When it
comes to the ministry of Jesus Christ, we are all in it together.
Bishop Laurie will provide an opening devotion for the
conversations before leaders from the Conference Council on
Finance and Administration provide information and invite
questions and comments through the email vision2032@iaumc.org.
All of these upcoming events will also be Livestreamed to the
Iowa UM Church Facebook page.

Following her address, there will be a time for questions and
answers using the email address: vision2032@iaumc.org.
Bishop Laurie Haller’s Conversations on the Ministry of Local
Church and Conference Finances

As a follow up to Bishop Laurie Haller’s Epiphany Address, she
will be hosting virtual conversations on the ministry of local church
and conference finances.
- - - continued on page 9

8 Tims Tales January 2021

To everyone that has agreed
to serve on our 2021 church
committees and to those who
have served in the past and
are going off the committees.
Your dedicated service is
greatly appreciated.
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Missions & Outreach - Opportunities to Serve
We Care

Brrrr! Winter is here and the homeless in our area will need
help in getting through the frigid cold.
Think of necessary items that persons living
under the bridges, in their cars, or in an
abandoned building would need.
Suggestions: *items for warmth like stocking
caps, gloves, socks, blankets;
*healthy food like granola bars, crackers with
peanut butter/cheese, Chex mix, nuts, and
squeezable foods;
*toothbrushes & toothpaste, shampoo, body wash, deodorant,
comb, razors & shaving cream, Chapstick, lotion, hand wipes;
*fast food gift certificates

Due to Covid-19, the People's Clinic cannot give out USED
books, but can give our NEW ones for their Reach Out and
Read Program.
Feel free to bring NEW books and put them in the tub marked
BOOKS under the mailboxes. Good-quality USED books can
be used by Cunningham School, so put them in the tub
marked CUNNINGHAM.
Clean out your children's or grandchildren's
bookshelves so there is room for their new
books they got for Christmas. The 1st grade
teacher says many of his kids have NO books
at home, so the kids will greatly enjoy reading
those old/outgrown books.

Leave your donated items in the tub under the mailboxes in the
west entryway so they can be delivered to many appreciative
folks at Salvation Army or Hospitality House.
The Salvation Army’s Women and Children’s Center has a
need for twin size bedding and any size of tennis shoes for
women and children.
“Jesus never says to the poor 'come find the church', but he says to
those in the church: go into the world and find the poor, hungry,
homeless, imprisoned.” Tony Campolo

For those of you who attend Zoom Sunday
School, please consider sending your money
into the church that you would normally have
put in the basket that is passed on Sunday
mornings.
From January to July money collected will go to Red Bird Mission in
the Appalachian Mountains in Kentucky. Chronic poverty, a lack of
jobs, poor housing conditions, and & rugged mountainous
environment are some of the obstacles to achieving a livable life in
the area. Every dollar will help!
“The most important service to others is service to those who are not

At a Partner in Education
meeting, it was learned that the
supply of hats, scarves,
gloves & mittens, socks &
underwear that Cunningham
School keeps on hand for kids
to borrow is about depleted.
They are asking for these items
of clothing to be donated, as
kids are coming to school
without them. For most items,
the kids may use them for the
day, but must return them
before going home.
Maybe some of you knitters would like to make some items?
Maybe you can find some really good bargains at after-Christmas
sales? If you put them in the tub marked CUNNINGHAM under the
mail boxes, Missions will be happy to deliver them.
“Great opportunities to help others seldom come, but small ones surround
us very day.” Sally Koch

like yourself.” J.Irwin Miller
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Missions & Outreach - Opportunities to Serve
One of our January offerings will be for HUMAN RELATIONS
DAY, asking United Methodist folks to help bridge the gap between
church and community. This particular day is in recognition of the
message Jesus demonstrated during his life: all of God's children are
important.
The offering will support neighborhood ministries through
Community Developers, community advocacy through United
Methodist Voluntary Services and work with at-risk youth through
the Youth Offender Rehabilitation Programs. Your gifts will extend a
helping hand to those in crisis where people struggle because they
don't have the tools or resources to reach their God-given potential.
“Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others.” Philippians 2: 4

National Slavery & Human Trafficking Prevention Month.
Human trafficking is a form of modern slavery, a multi-billion dollar
criminal industry, that deprives freedom to 40.3 million people
around the world. The United States is showing an increase in the
number of instances reported. Two million children are victims of
sex trafficking every year. Traffickers use violence, treats,
deception, debt bondage, and other manipulative tactics to force
people to engage in commercial sex or to provide labor services
against their wills. It may be a girl forced into prostitution in a hotel
room or a man discovered in a restaurant kitchen, stripped of his
passport and held again his will. All trafficking victims share one
essential experience—the loss of freedom.
O God, our words cannot express what our minds can barely
comprehend and our hearts feel when we hear of children
and adults deceived and transported to unknown places for
sexual exploitation and forced labor because of human
greed. Strengthen their broken spirits and broken hearts.
Give us the wisdom and courage to stand in solidarity
with them, that together we will find ways to freedom that is
your gift to all of us. Amen.

12 Tims Tales January 2021

Another January offering will go to FRIENDS of the FAMILY in
Waterloo which provides safe shelter, confidential services, and
housing assistance to individuals in crisis due to homelessness,
domestic violence, sexual assault, and human trafficking. Friends of
the Family's vision is for everyone to have a home.
This year 198 adults and 234 children were housed with
96% of those families moving into permanent housing.
Services were provided to 127 human trafficking
survivors, 4038 calls were answered on their crisis line, and 6168
nights of safe shelter were provided for victims of violence.
Throughout this year they have seen some changes due to
COVID. There has been in increase in the number of people
seeking services. The two most affected: increase in the rate of
homelessness due to COVID-related job loss, and a large spike in
the rate & severity of violence happening in homes due to the
increased levels of isolation and stress. This increase then directly
increases Friends of the Family's cost of providing services. It is
with the help of community partners that they are able to continue
providing a high level of services as this pandemic continues.
A representative from Friends of the Family will be with us
on January 10th to update us on their services and how the virus has
affected them and to share their needs with us.
“If you see some brother or sister In need and have the means to do
something about it but turn a cold shoulder and do nothing, what
happens to God's love? It disappears. And you made it disappear.”
1 John 3:17 (the Message)

Martin Luther King Jr's 26th anniversary of the day of service that
celebrates the Civil Rights leader's life and legacy will be observed
on January 18, 2021. It is the only federal holiday designated as a
national day of service to encourage all Americans to volunteer to
improve their communities. Think of what you might do for others,
big or small, in Dr King's memory.
“Life's most persistent and urgent question is 'What
are you doing for others?'”
by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Another offering in January will go to Peoples Community
Health Clinic to show St Tims appreciation and support to
all the staff who have worked diligently during the COVID pandemic. The clinic's suggestion is to provide equipment for the clinic as a way to show our caring and support for the compassionate
care they have provided, in spite of the challenges they struggled
with daily.
The money may go toward the purchase of an autoclave.
This is extremely important equipment right now during the pandemic. It sterilizes the “hand pieces” used by their medical staff—
such as tweezers and scissors. These cost about $4000 and don't
necessarily have a long life, so they are replaced frequently.
Or, they may use the money to help provide items for their
crash cart that is used in emergencies to potentially save
someone's life. After use, there are supplies that need to be
replenished, including medications that can be costly. There are
also pieces of equipment on the cart that need to be replaced
periodically to ensure they operate properly when needed.

www.sttims-umc.org/calendar
All church meetings by ZOOM
Sun Jan 3

Tue Jan 5

Sun Jan 10

Tue Jan 12
Wed Jan 13

People's Clinic is dedicated to provide access to affordable,
compassionate, high-quality health care for ALL. It is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit Federally Qualified Health Center, which means it is
supported by the government. Care is provided no matter what a
person's financial situation is. Both uninsured and insured patients
are welcome. They offer medical care, dental care, urgent care,
counseling, laboratory, pharmacy and x-ray & other specialized
services. They are a Test Iowa location. They have translators for
more than 4 languages.

Thu Jan 14

The concept of “COMMUNITY” is the heart of the
organization. People's Clinic is owned and operated by people
living in our community. The Center receives HHS funding and
has Federal Public Health Service (PHS) & are also supported by
grant funding, which make it possible for them to offer financial
assistance to low income individuals. Their patients are their
purpose—not even COVID-19 could stop them from serving those
who needed them!

Sun Jan 24

“We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our

prayers.” 1 Thessalonians 1:2
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Sun Jan 17

Mon Jan 18
Wed Jan 20

Wed Jan 27
Sun Jan 31

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM

Adult Sunday School
Worship - Africa University
Fellowship
Youth Sunday School
Congregational Care Team - tba
Worship Committee meeting

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
6:30 PM
5:00 PM
6:00 PM
5:30 PM

Adult Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship
Youth Sunday School
Board of Trustees meeting
Finance meeting
Missions Ministry meeting
Church & Society meeting

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
5:30 PM

Adult Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship
Youth Sunday School
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
SPRC meeting

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
5:30 PM

Adult Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship
Youth Sunday School
Leadership Council meeting

9:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM

Adult Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship
Youth Sunday School
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Hymn Sing on October 27

Karen Keele-Kober
Greg Cooper
Jay Agness
and behind the scene Brenda Fite
Emily Borcherding
Lyn Countryman
Russ Clarke
Janet Kreb

Please remember in prayer:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attention All Snow Birds!
Because this has been a year like no other, please check in
with the office and let us know IF you are leaving for the
winter or if you are staying home.
Our software is automatically programmed with your winter
address and will change to that address on the date you used
last year.
We need to stay in touch now more than ever. So please
send an email to the church office, or give Patricia a call, to
make sure that we have your correct winter address.
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Adan, friend of Scot Morris
Darline Balm-Demmel
Jane Teaford
Our friends at Jubilee UMC
Each other during the holidays
Our front-line people and their
families
All who are shut-in
Our military members and their
families

Your monthly issue of Tims Tales will be delivered
electronically for the time being. We want to keep our
assembly volunteers safe during these difficult days of Covid.
Printed paper copies will be available from the office.
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Newsletter Deadline
Please submit news for the February issue of Tims Tales to
Patricia at sttimsadmin@cfu.net by Friday, January 15th.

Keeping up with St. Timothys
Worship CD: If you missed Sunday’s Worship Service, you
can keep up with the current worship service or listen to a
previous service with a CD available from the church office.
If you cannot make it regularly to church, please contact the
church office to be added to the CD distribution list.
Email Connection: Get a weekly update as well as special
announcements. Subscribe by sending your email address to
our office manager at sttimsadmin@cfu.net.
Newsletter: Receive our monthly newsletter, Tims Tales, in
the mail – contact the office with your mailing address.
Calendar: See www.sttims-umc.org/calendar
If you don’t see an event that should be there, please let the
office know!
Facebook: Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/sttims-umc to get all the latest
posts from St. Tims.
Tims Tales is published monthly by St. Timothys United Methodist Church
3220 Terrace Drive, Cedar Falls, IA 50613
Scott Lothe
Patricia Harkin
Karen Keele Kober
Janet Kreb
Vakhtang Kodanashvili
Albie Nicol
Dennie Grovo

- Pastor, pastor@sttims-umc.org
- Office Manager, sttimsadmin@cfu.net
- Director of Music Ministries
- Organist
- Pianist
- Youth Ministry Intern
- Custodian

Our Witness of Inclusion
Thank You!
As the close of the year approaches, I wish to express my thanks to everyone for
the spirit of generosity, caring, and service that I've observed over this unusual
year. So many people have stepped up in support of our church, our church staff,
other members of the congregation, and those needing help beyond ourselves.
I am lucky to belong to a church with so many people who place a priority on
giving, praying, and taking action when so many people need support and
encouragement.
Peace, Sally Yakish
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The congregation of St. Timothys United Methodist Church in
Cedar Falls celebrates God’s gifts as a faith community built upon
the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. We are
called and strive to be an open, loving, and caring
congregation; to proclaim Jesus’ love and justice to
all; and to live out God’s unending love through the
inclusiveness and welcoming of all persons,
including those of all sexual orientations and
gender identities.
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