St. Timothys United Methodist Church
3220 Terrace Drive
319-266-0464

http://www.sttims-umc.org/

November 9, 2008 - 10:15 am
26" Sunday after Pentecost

(Large print bulletins and hymnals and hearing aid devices are available. A nursery
is provided for children younger than First Grade. Ask an usher to help you.)

Gathering

Prelude "Fugue in G Minor” - Bach

(We invite you to use the prelude as a time for centering on God, the Holy, the Spirit,
the Living Jesus. Please be considerate of others for whom this is a quiet time.)

Greeting and Welcome

Call to Worship Responsively
Leader: This is God’s house, and you are invited to worship God. Are you ready?
People: Yes! We are ready!

L: God asks us to turn away from other gods that grasp for our attention - wealth,
popularity, power — and to serve God alone. Are you ready?

People: Yes! We are ready!

L: God wants us to help make justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an
ever-flowing stream. Are you ready?

People: Yes! We are ready!

L: We are called to make a place for Jesus in our hearts and in our world, and to
follow where he leads us. Are you ready?

People: Yes! We are ready!

Leader: Let us worship God!

*Opening Song “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” Red hymnal, 720

Confession and Pardon
Leader: For not being prepared for peace, for not being prepared for a new way of
living, for not being prepared for the arrival of Love’s realm;
People: Forgive us; our lamps are faint.
L: For not being ready for God'’s work on earth, for not being ready to speak out when
love calls, for not being ready to stand firm in the gospel;
P: Forgive us; our lamps are fading.
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L: For not making plans to destroy armaments, for not making plans to wipe out
injustice, for not making plans to love our enemy;
P: Forgive us; our light is running out.
(A brief silence is kept.)
Assurance of Pardon
Leader: God says: I will give you oil; I will fill you with new expectation. I tell you:
hope once more; fill your souls with the possibility of justice; burn with anticipation

again, for I forgive you. Go and light up the world with the new hope you have been
given: go and ready the world for the coming of Christ.

Praying
Call to Prayer "O Lord, Hear My Prayer” Black hymnal, 2200

Sharing Joys and Concerns
(After each joy or concern, we sing, "O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.”)

Silent Prayer
Lord’s Prayer (sing responsively) Black hymnal, 2278
*Passing the Peace

Listening to the Word

Scripture Song "This Little Light of Mine” Red hymnal, 585
(We're using the words in the hymnal but a different tune.)

The Christian Gospel Matthew 25:1-13 Pew Bible, 28

Anthem "Keep Your Lamps!” - Spiritual/arr. Andre Thomas  Chancel Choir

Sermon “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” Dick Clark

Sermon Response "This Little Light of Mine” Red hymnal, 585

Responding to the Word
Announcements and Opportunities
Stewardship Minute

Offertory Sentence



“W. J. Bausch reflects on the mystery of ‘suddenly being struck’ by something,
and the transforming power of it: ‘Rev. Bruce Ritter is a Franciscan priest who has
founded Covenant House, Under 21 on New York’s West 415t Street. It’s a hospice for
runaway teens and preteens who are easy prey for the pimps and johns of that area ...
Formerly (he) was a high school teacher in a Catholic school ... He was describing to
his class, as he often did, the terrible suffering and exploitation of the runaway kids
who pile into New York ... Going on at length about the horror of it all, he was
interrupted by one of his students who ... asked him why, if he thought it was all so
bad, didn’t he do something about it besides talk? That hit him ..., came out of the
blue and challenged him. He began to realize that he couldn’t just go on talking about
evil. He had to do something about it.”” -Word & Witness, 1987

Offertory "O Sun of Justice" (Jesu Dulcis Memoria) — Sara Glick Linda Clark
*Dedication Song "Seek Ye First” Red hymnal, 405
*Prayer of Dedication

With these gifts, O God, we commit ourselves again to tending the

light of Christ with our words and deeds of compassion and justice. Anoint us
and these gifts with patience and wisdom to do your will. Amen.

Going Forth
*Closing Song "Together We Serve” Black hymnal, 2175
*Blessing Responsively
*Blessing Response "This Little Light of Mine” Red hymnal, 585
*Postlude “"Shine, Jesus, Shine” - Kendrick/arr. Hayes Linda Clark

* = The Congregation is invited to stand

Internet: http://www.sttims-umc.org
Email: info@sttims-umc.org

CD recordings of St. Tims worship services are available.
Please let the office know if you’d like a copy.

Our Witness of Inclusion
The congregation of St. Timothys United Methodist Church in Cedar Falls celebrates God's gifts
as a faith community built upon the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. We are called and
strive to be an open, loving, and caring congregation; to proclaim Jesus’ love and justice to
all; and to live out God’s unending love through the inclusiveness and welcoming of all
persons, including those of all sexual orientations and gender identities.
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