St. Timothys United Methodist Church
3220 Terrace Drive
319-266-0464

http://www.sttims-umc.or

September 14, 2008 - 10:15 am
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

(Large print bulletins and hymnals and hearing aid devices are available. A nursery
is provided for children younger than First Grade. Ask an usher to help you.)

Gathering
Prelude “Four Variations on Tallis” Canon” Lau

(We invite you to use the prelude as a time for centering on God, the Holy, the Spirit,
the Living Jesus. Please be considerate of others for whom this is a quiet time.)

Greeting and Welcome
Choral Introit "Come, Bless the Lord” — Lovelace Chancel Choir

Call to Worship Responsively
Leader: We worship God who caused the sea to look and flee.
All: God is our strength; we will praise God!
L: We worship God in whose presence the mountains and hills skipped.
All: God is our strength; we will praise God!
L: Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Almighty, the One who turns rock into
pools of water and flint into springs.
All: God is our strength; we will praise God!

*Opening Song "Lead On, O Cloud of Presence” Black hymnal, 2234

Unison Prayer

Holy Freedom, our feet are wet from our journey through uncertainty.
Our necks are stiff from looking over our shoulders at the threats to our lives.
Now we seek to walk your way and look ahead, trusting in you. May your
Spirit give us the wisdom to journey alongside those who are suffering, to
listen to their stories, and to trust in your steadfast power for justice. We
expect your presence to continue with those who are in prison, those who
face addictions, those who go hungry and thirsty, those who are sick and
without adequate shelter. Turn our rejoicing into trusting and our trusting
into acting in your name. Amen.
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Praying
Call to Prayer "O Lord, Hear My Prayer” Black hymnal, 2200

Sharing Joys and Concerns
(After each joy or concern, we sing, "O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.”)

Silent Prayer
*Passing the Peace

Listening to the Word

Scripture Song "Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” Black hymnal, 2120 (v.1)
The Hebrew Scriptures Exodus 14:19-31 Pew Bible, p. 61
Scripture Song "Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” Black hymnal, 2120 (v.2)
Sermon “Salvation As Freedom” Dick Clark
Sermon Response "Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” Black hymnal, 2120(ref.)

Responding to the Word

Opportunities and Announcements

Offertory Sentence Liturgist

“God is the central reality of the (Exodus) story, and God’s covenant with

Israel begins, ‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out

of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.” The exodus story is

not about social justice without God; equally, it is not about God without social
justice.” Marcus Borg, Reading the Bible Again for the First Time, p. 105.

Offertory "Bread of Heaven” Jordan
*Dedication Song "Seek Ye First” Red hymnal, 405
*Prayer of Dedication
Use these gifts, O God, to lead your people from death to life and from
fear to hope. May our giving strengthen our trust in your power and loosen
our tongues and feet to celebrate your glory in our lives. Amen.

Celebrating Holy Communion




The Invitation to Communion
This is the Lord’s Table. We are all invited without exception because Jesus,
our Lord, invites us all without exception. The Spirit calls us to gather, to come to this
place and meet the Living Jesus. Come with open hands and open hearts. Come now
and take your place at this table where Jesus is Host.

The Great Thanksgiving Red hymnal, 15-16

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

Communion Anthem "The Last Supper” — Allen Pote Chancel Choir

*Sharing the Bread and Cup
(Everyone is invited to come forward, receive the bread, dip it in the cup, and
partake. Please bring a Communion offering for our St. Tims Hunger Fund, which helps
provide food, utilities, and rent for needy families.)

Unison Prayer
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord, Amen.

Going Forth
*Closing Song "In the Midst of New Dimensions” Black hymnal, 2238
*Blessing
*Blessing Response "Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” Black hymnal, 2120(ref.)
*Postlude "God Is Our Refuge and Strength” Powell

* = The Congregation is invited to stand
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